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COVID-19 EMERGENCY 

In such times, what’s the best we 
can wish you ... 
  stay home & avoid a health issue 
  go plant the veg. 
  chat over the hedge … 
Don’t hoard those rolls of white 
tissue! 

In response to government guidelines, 
FRRL is going into hibernation over the 
next few weeks and months, although we 
will still keep in touch with our members 
by email.   
At present, the Library will remain open 
as normal – but all events have been 
cancelled and vulnerable volunteer 
helpers have been advised to stay at 
home. 

‘HAPPY TO HELP’ 
Our Queen Edith’s Community Forum 
friends have, with impressive speed, 
created a really useful local resource to 
support people during this health crisis – 
you will find it here: 

https://queen-ediths.info/covid19/ 
FRRL are always ‘Happy to Help’ – just 
send us an e-mail: 

rockroadfriends@gmail.com 

There’s an ogre lurking out there 
Giving each a fright and a scare 

But while avoiding the harm 
Stay upbeat and calm 

And show others just how much 
you care! 

 

 
READING & JIGSAWS 

Bored of self-isolating?  As well as 
borrowing books, help yourself to jig-
saws from the pile near the coffee 
machine in the Library.  These pre-date 
CV so should be infection-free but 
quarantine borrowed items for a day to 
be safe.  Remember, books may be 
renewed and ordered online – jigsaws 
are free. 

GARDEN HAVEN 
One of FRRL’s wonderful garden 
volunteers, Anne, has taken action: ‘Like 
many people, I’ve been thoroughly 
depressed by the way the world is 
shutting down. I’d like to have our 
beautiful garden open for people who 
need some time in the open air and don’t 
have gardens of their own.’   

 
Thanks to Anne’s initiative, throughout 
the Covid-19 emergency, both library 
gardens will open daily from 10.00 a.m. 
to 5.00 p.m. – access the rear garden via 
the side gate. 

While keeping a sensible (2 m) distance 
from others, enjoy the fresh air, spring 
bulbs and tranquillity of the gardens.  

 



NEW LIBRARY ASSISTANT 

 
Welcome to Carla Suthren – a 
Shakespeare specialist with a doctorate 
from the University of York where she 
also worked in the Library.  Carla is 
combining her duties at Rock Road with 
tutoring at Cambridge University.  We 
look forward to working with her. 

 

PRE-EMERGENCY REPORTS 

LIMERICKS 
Thank you to Limerick competition 
winner, Martin Roach, for the Covid-19 
verses above.  Martin, along with Glenn 
Dakin, competition judges and other 
poets contributed to an excellent Leigh 
Chambers Cambridge 105 Radio 
Bookmark feature broadcast in January – 
listen to the recording here: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/v2cw2fuekw80i
w9/Limerick.wav?dl=0 

Copies of the Limerick booklet are still 
available for a minimum donation of £1 
from the Library desk – or E-mail FRRL.   

PEACE TALK 
We had a most interesting illustrated 
evening talk about the Cambridge Peace 
Trail by Arn Dekker.  He highlighted the 
various buildings, sculptures and people 
associated with action for peace, some 
well-known, others less obvious.  A 
booklet, price £2.00, would be a 
worthwhile aid to exploring the Trail 
while out and about in the city centre.  

If you would like a Peace Trail booklet, 
please e-mail Tom Dyson via FRRL. 

 
Two films have been screened this year.  
‘Cold War’ a stylish, Polish romance in 
black and white with a political thread 
was followed by ‘The Party’ another black 
and white film with a political dimension 
– both were excellent.  Regretfully, this 
season’s final film, ‘Our Little Sister’ has 
to be postponed – but the film group will 
resume as soon as ‘normalcy’ returns. 

 
LEGO + GROUP LAUNCHED 

A huge thank you to Claire and Antonia 
who have volunteered to run a regular 
Lego group.  The first two monthly 
sessions have taken place and both 
were very much enjoyed by our Lego 
enthusiasts.  Working in teams, tall 
towers, load-bearing bridges and 
vehicles were produced.   

‘… it was great to see so many children 
so absorbed and happy … children were 
literally beaming for the rest of the 
evening. They really enjoyed it!’  

PAULA/PAUL THANK YOUS 
The Lego group is very grateful to a 
FRRL, Paula for a timely, generous 
donation of Lego and to another FRRL, 
Paul, for donating a set of colourful, 
stacking chairs.  We had identified a 
need for additional seats for future 
events – hopefully, we will be able to 
enjoy using them before the year is out. 

 

 
Friends of Rock Road Library 

   Lego and Chess Club 

 
Place: Rock Road Library Community Room. 

When: Last Friday of every month (starting Friday 31st Jan) 

Time:  3.30 - 4.30 p.m. 

What: Lego activities, chess, board games   

Cost: 50p per child (payable on the door) to cover room 
hire and refreshments. 

Space is limited, so please reserve a place by  
emailing rockroadfriends@gmail.com with the  
name and age of your Lego enthusiast.  

Please note this is not drop-off; a child's 
parent/guardian must be present in the library building 
throughout. (Duplo will be available for younger siblings  
     in the children’s area – no charge for this). 



NEWSPAPERS 
To provide a balanced choice of reading, 
from January, Trustees agreed to buy the 
Telegraph on the days the Library is open 
in addition to the Guardian and the 
Independent ‘I’.  Let us know of other 
publications you would like to read in the 
Library. 

 
FRIENDLY CAFÉ 

The first two, free, informal drop-in café 
sessions have been a great success. 

‘I would like to compliment everyone on 
the Friendly cafe that started last week. 
I visited the session and found it to be 
very welcoming, friendly and well 
organised.  In particular different age 
groups sat and talked to one another, 
and seemed to enjoy the conversation 
and contact with someone else, whom 
perhaps they did not know.  … getting 
local people together in the library - a 
safe and warm place with lots of 
resources they can take advantage of.’ 

Sessions have been suspended for the 
duration of the emergency but we look 
forward to reopening. 

RHYME & STORY-TIME – HELP! 
We are sorry to report that, after nine 
years, Judy Norton is planning to retire 
from the ‘lovely job’ of co-ordinating 
Storytime at the end of the summer 
term.  We are looking for a volunteer to 
take on the role of organising the great 
three great helpers.  If you are interested 
and would like to chat informally with 
Judy about what the role entails, please 
send FRRL an E-mail. 

BROWNIES AT LIBRARY 

 
BIRDWATCH 

FRRL have discovered that a relaxed 
approach to birdwatching is not 
productive – binoculars and expertise 
are required.  This year we were 
fortunate to be joined by Stephen Swift, 
whose knowledge helped us to spot a 
total of 12 birds including two gold 
finches among the teasels.  We have 
installed bird feeders that may also have 
attracted some new species, although a 
greedy squirrel was not especially 
welcome! 

 



NEW NOTICEBOARD 
Local charity, Rowan, have been 
commissioned to produce a new timber 
noticeboard for the front railings.  They 
have produced a lovely design that is 
simple and cleverly mirrors the style of 
the Art Deco building.  Two types of 
wood (oak and ash) are incorporated to 
highlight the tonal differences present 
within the Library’s architectural brick 
and stone work.  We hope to celebrate 
installation of the board in the Summer. 
Find out more about Rowan here: 
http://www.rowanhumberstone.co.uk/ 

POST-EMERGENCY TREAT 
To help cover the cost of the new 
noticeboard, FRRL had been planning an 
evening of live music.  Sadly, we will 
have to postpone until the ‘all clear’ but 
will confirm a date as soon as possible. 
This is what you have to look forward to: 

 

Cambridge-based band Maisie Blades 
share a love for music with a rich mix of 

ingredients, 
including 
American 
traditional, 
bluegrass 
fiddle tunes, 
country, folk 
and blues. 
Local 
songwriter 
John Meed 

is joined by 
Lucinda Fudge 
(viola), Matt Kelly 
(violin) and Rhys 
Wilson (guitar). 
His songwriting 
has been 
compared to that 
of Al Stewart, 
Leonard Cohen, 

Jacques Brel and Richard Thompson. 

 

WHAT’S ON AT ROCK ROAD LIBRARY 
 

 

 
MARCH - APRIL All events suspended  
 
MAY – Possible events t.b.c. 
Saturday 2: Plant Sale (much scaled down,  
                                   with extended hours) 
Saturday ?:  10.30–11.00 a.m.   Rhyme-time)  
                      11.00–11.30 a.m.   Story-time)   
Thursday 21: 2.00 – 3.30 p.m. Friendship café  
Friday 29: 3.30 – 4.30 p.m. Lego Group – E-mail 
                           to reserve a place 
 
JUNE-– Possible events t.b.c. 
Saturday ?:  10.30–11.00 a.m.   Rhyme-time)  
                      11.00–11.30 a.m.   Story-time)   
Thursday 18: 2.00 – 3.30 p.m. Friendship Cafe 
Friday 26: 3.30 – 4.30 p.m. Lego Group  
                   6.00 p.m. FRRL are invited to attend  
                 Rock Rd’s Street Party, £12 per family 
 
JULY - – Possible events t.b.c. 
Saturday 11: 
10.30–11.00 a.m.   Rhyme-time)  
11.00–11.30 a.m.   Story-time)   
10.00 a.m. – noon  Coffee Morning 
                  Cub Cake Stall 
Thursday 22: 2.00 – 3.30 p.m. Friendship Cafe 
Friday 30: 3.30 – 4.30 p.m. Lego Group  
 
AUGUST – Possible events t.b.c. 
Friday 28: 3.30 – 4.30 p.m. Lego Group 
 
SEPTEMBER 
Thursday 10: ‘The Problem with the River  
                   Cam’, talk by Stephen Tomkins,  
                   Emeritus Fellow Homerton College 
Friday 25: 3.30 – 4.30 p.m. Lego Group  
OCTOBER 
Saturday 3: Apple Day 
Friday 30: 3.30 – 4.30 p.m. Lego Group  
Saturday 31: Halloween Event 
 

For more details of all FRRL activities: 

www.friendsofrockroadlibrary.wordpress.com 

Email: rockroadfriends@yahoo.com 

Facebook: RockRoadLibraryFriends 

Twitter: Library Friends @RockRoadLibrary 
FRRL welcome all feedback and suggestions. 


