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SUMMERTIME IN THE GARDEN 
Despite this summer’s tropical heat-
wave, the garden has been looking 
lovely thanks to the efforts of our hard-
working garden volunteers who have 
been organising extra sessions to 
maintain order.  Evidently, hollyhocks 
enjoy basking in sunshine! 

  
Although the summer is not yet over, 
some of the Library fruit is ready to 
harvest - do help yourselves to apples 
from the tubs in the garden.  Look out 
for labels with information about each 
tree’s history and the wonderful apple 
names: 

• Histon Favourite 
• Wayside 
• New Rock Pippin 
• Ellison’s Orange 
• Lord Burghley 
• St Edmunds Russet 
• Bramley 
• Crimson Newton 
• John Downie  

There will also be plenty of apples to try 
at the annual FRRL Apple Day on the 
morning of Saturday 6th October.  There 
will also be lots of fun activities and an 
opportunity to make apple-juice – bring 
your own containers and apples if you 
have them. 

ROCK ABUNDANCE & FAMILY FUN 
Despite the heat, which had impacted 
on the abundance of produce for 
swapping, the event on the final 
weekend of July was a great success.  
In addition to the produce, plants and 
cake, our smaller friends enjoyed a 
special story-telling session provided by 
Bronwyn, the Lego and creating art. 

 

JULY OPEN STUDIOS 
Happily, the high temperatures did not 
deter the many art lovers who visited 
the Library during FRRL’s first Open 
Studio weekends:   
         ‘people kept commenting what a 
buzz there was about the community room 
which was great.  It was also so lovely to 
talk to people who haven't used the library 
for years (one lady hasn't been in for 50 
years!) so we were able to tell her all about 
the various activities on offer and the 
beautiful garden.  The WW1 textile also 
started many conversations - one between 
two ladies who, I think, were in their 70's 
who on discussing the textile realised they 
were neighbours as children and had a 
great time swapping stories.’ 



The Community Room provided a 
welcoming venue and the additional 
Saturday afternoon opening hours were 
appreciated – thank you Scott for being 
willing to help.  We hope to host more 
exhibitions in the future.  

Three Wonderful Artists 

http://www.emmabennettcollage.co.uk/ 

 
 
Emma 
Bennett 

 
https://www.jayneruffellward.co.uk/sculpture/ 

 
 
Jayne 
Ruffell-
Ward 

 
http://www.rebeccastark.co.uk/ 

 
 
Rebecca 
Stark 

To say ‘thank you’ each of the artists 
will be running a workshop in the 
Library over the next year – for adults 
and children.  We will provide details in 
the next newsletter. 

TEXTILE GROUP 
This Autumn, the Wednesday morning 
textile group, led by Veronica Thornton, 
is making a banner for the Cambridge 
museum to celebrate women’s suffrage. 
New members are welcome, if you 
would like to join or would like more 
information, please send us an e-mail.  
The first session is on 12th September. 

 
FILM GROUP SEASON 4 

Plans are progressing – it is not too late 
to let us know of films you would enjoy.  

DAVID PARR HOUSE TALK 
We are delighted to welcome Tamsin 
Wimhurst back to Rock Road Library 
(remember her wonderful Laundry talk).  
On Wednesday 17th October, she will be 
telling us all about the incredible time 
capsule and artwork that is David Parr 
House on Gwydir Street. 

  
LIBRARY FRONTAGE PROJECT 

Thank you to those who spared an hour 
to view a presentation of FRRL’s current 
ideas one (happily less steamy) Friday 
in August.  Some very helpful 
suggestions are being followed up.    



We also recruited some excellent, 
sprightly, volunteers to make a start on 
the work – repairing and painting the 
windows! 

 
The project includes the purchase of 
some small (sustainably-sourced) 
benches, to be strategically placed to 
benefit from the afternoon sunshine.  
To help fund these, we are offering the 
opportunity to sponsor plaques – or a 
whole bench, perhaps in memory of a 
loved one.  A minimum donation of 
£100 is suggested - each bench will 
have no more than three plaques.  E-
mail FRRL for further details.  

 

 COLLECTING BOXES 
FRRL are very grateful to those local 
businesses who display FRRL boxes.  
Money raised is used to sponsor our 
events and improvements to the library. 
This month, we would especially like to 
thank Sparkles whose tin contained a 
total of £46 - perhaps because we had 
forgotten to empty it for some time!   

 

Do know of a local business that might 
display a tin (or already has one that 
needs emptying)?   Please contact us. 

COLLECTING BOOKS 
If you have any books that you no 
longer enjoy, bring them along to the 
FRRL bookstall at the QECF event, 
Wulfstan Way Shops, Saturday 8th Sept.  

 SUPPORT FOR FRRL 
We are still hoping to recruit a new 
Trustee to advise us on what FRRL 
should do to support school-age library-
users following the departure of 
Trustee, Liz Axe.  She explains what 
motivated her to become involved: 
I first discovered Rock Road Library when I 
was on maternity leave after having Izzy. 
    She was not a great sleeper either 
during the night or day and so I spent a 
lot of time trudging around Cambridge 
pushing a pram.  
     The library became one of my regular 
haunts; it was warm and dry, I could 
wheel the pram around the shelves and it 
had a loo, my list of priorities was quite 
basic at that time.  I joined the Friends 
because I’d read about the funding cuts to 
libraries and wanted to support Rock 
Road.  It has been a pleasure to be part of 
the ‘Friends community’.  Izzy thinks of the 
library as part of her world and will miss 
both it and her library friends.  Visiting the 
library on a Saturday morning to choose 
books for the following week has been a 
highlight for both her and Edward. … Rock 
Road library will always be a special place 
for our family. 
     I have no doubt the library and the 
Friends will continue to evolve, it has been 
so encouraging to see the library used in 
different ways, bringing more members of 
the local community in and providing 
space for a wide range of activities…  
Please e-mail FRRL if you would like to 
follow in Liz’s footsteps. 
https://friendsofrockroadlibrary.wordpress.com/newslett
ers/governance/  



WRITER IN RESIDENCE 
- Meet the Author 
Glenn Dakin’s regular drop-in sessions 
have been popular, 3.30 – 4.30 p.m. 
on the final Friday of each month, no 
appointment required.  He will be 
pleased to advise and discuss any 
writing projects and ideas with you. 

- Writing Competition  
This year’s Writer-in-Residence 
competition is adopting a new format.  
The challenge is to compose a limerick - 
as made popular by Edward Lear – on a 
theme that has some link to Cambridge. 
The competition will be open to 
everyone with prizes in three categories: 
7-11 year-olds, 12-16 year-olds and 
‘adults’.  The best will be published in 
an anthology.  More details will be 
circulated soon. 

SPOOKY HALLOWEEN FUN 

On Wednesday 
31st October, 
children 
(accompanied by 
an adult) are 
invited to dress 
up fantastically 
and visit the 
Library. There 
will prizes for the 
best costumes, 

games, crafts, story-telling (not at all 
scary ones) and, of course, treats.   

LIBRARY THEATRE 
Help FRRL choose a theatre event to be 
staged in the spring 2019 ‘The Library 
Presents’ season.  There will be an 
introduction to the scheme in the 
Community Room, with refreshments, 
5.00 – 6.00 p.m. on Friday 21st 
September –voting slips to be 
completed by the 28th - see: 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/arts 

MEMBERSHIP 
October is annual subscription time – 
reminders will be sent out soon!  We are 
pleased to report that we have recruited 
lots of new members during the year.  
Welcome to our new friends! 

FESTIVE SEASON ALERT! 
We have starting planning our popular, 
annual Christmas Event.  As is tradition, 
there will be a ‘short-but-sweet’ 
programme of music and amusing 
‘vignettes’.  Send us an e-mail if you 
have a talent (hidden or otherwise) that 
you might perform on Friday 7th 
December. 

WHAT’S ON AT ROCK RD LIBRARY 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 
Saturday 8: FRRL Book-exchange stall, QECF 
Saturday 15: 
10.30–11.00 a.m.   Rhyme-time) Nonsense 
11.00–11.30 a.m.   Story-time) Poems & Stories 
Friday 21: 5.00 p.m. The Library Presents intro. 
Friday 28: 3.30–4.30 p.m.  Meet W-I-R 
OCTOBER 
Saturday 6: 
10.00-12.30 p.m. Apple Day  
10.30–11.00 a.m.   Rhyme-time) Apple Day 
11.00–11.30 a.m.   Story-time)   Special 
Wednesday 17: 7.00 p.m. David Parr Talk 
Friday 26: 3.30–4.30 p.m.  Meet W-I-R 
Wednesday 31: 3.30–7.00 p.m. Halloween Fun 
NOVEMBER 
Saturday 10: 
10.30–11.00 a.m.   Rhyme-time) Light Up 
11.00–11.30 a.m.   Story-time)   the Night 
Friday 30: 3.30–4.30 p.m.  Meet W-I-R 
DECEMBER 
Friday 7: FRRL AGM & Christmas Event 
Saturday 8: 
10.30–11.00 a.m.   Rhyme-time) Tales from 
11.00–11.30 a.m.   Story-time)   Long Ago 
Friday 21: 3.30–4.30 p.m.  Meet W-I-R 
SPRING 2019 
8 March: Clara Rackham talk & exhibition 
Date t.b.c.: Library Presents Event 

For more details of all FRRL activities: 
www.friendsofrockroadlibrary.wordpress.com 

Email: rockroadfriends@yahoo.com 
Facebook: RockRoadLibraryFriends 


