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NEW YEAR, NEW CHAIR … 

 
We are delighted to report that Tom 
Dyson, a founding FRRL member, is 
our new Trustee Board Chair.   

… CHAIRS PAST 
Retiring Chair, Brenda Purkiss, was 
touched by the kind words, flowers 
and gifts presented at the AGM - she 
will now focus her energy on FRRL 
arts and cultural events.   

  
News too of FRRL’s inaugural Chair, 
Jane Elliott, who moved away from 
Cambridge last summer to start a new 
life in a dreamy Devon home.  ‘St 
Olaves’ has an amazing garden, see 
details and photos on her blog: 
www.edgeofthemoor.org 

… & CHEERIO CLAIRE 
Alas, Library Assistant, Claire Reid left 
at the beginning of January.  She has 
been a great supporter of FRRL and 
we are pleased that she plans to come 
to future events.  We wish her well in 
her new roles supporting family 
education & business. 

MEMBER’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 
The second seasonal party organised 
by Nigel provided just as much fun & 
diverse entertainment as the first!  We 
belted out carols with gusto, Michael’s 
keyboard accompaniment even gave 
us confidence that we were in tune! 
Peter’s ‘Albert’ monologue in fluent 
Yorkshire, John’s crazy mousetrap 
contraption, wonderful music from 
HRSFC students and humour from 
young James were all a delight! 

 
We have already set next year’s date! 

THE SEASON FOR GIVING 
In addition to being fun, the party 
raised £64.50 for Book Aid 
International (bookaid.org), a most 
worthy charity which supports libraries 
in Africa with new books, training and 
library development.   



WRITER-IN-RESIDENCE  
Kay’s ‘End-of-Term’ Report 
I have really enjoyed my year as Writer 
in Residence at Rock Road Library in 
2017 and it has been a real pleasure to 
meet other talented writers who have 
shared their work with me throughout 
this year.  Some of this work has 
included: an imaginative children’s 
story (which I hope finds its way to a 
publishing house one day!); creative 
fiction writings; a selection of poems 
and non-fiction work which is my 
favourite genre of writing.  Having the 
opportunity to read and critique these 
works has inspired some of my own 
writing, albeit, more academic this 
year, alongside some creative new 
work too!  
The Friday and occasional Tuesday 
drop-in sessions have become part of 
my routine, but living locally, I will 
continue to keep in touch and as per 
request set up creative writing 
sessions…. watch this space…coming 
soon in a library near you!  
Alongside the writing sessions, other 
events this year have included: the ‘Big 
Book Club’ evening where reading 
groups from in and around Cambridge 
came together to share their ‘book 
club’ experiences.  Also, an evening 
where Veronica Thornton presented 
her new book ‘A Screaming Alice’.  
And, not forgetting the Saturday Plant 
Sale which was run by the Friends of 
Rock Road library and an occasion 
where I dusted down my hungry 
caterpillar suit and performed the ‘Very 
Hungry Caterpillar’ which was a great 
family occasion for one and all! 
Following on from last year’s successful 
Children’s writing competition, we 
decided to run this popular event with 
this year’s theme as: Home as 
Inspiration and once again this has 

been supported by local schools in 
Cambridge with numerous entries 
which are currently being judged by 
authors: Julian Sedgwick and Inbali 
Iserles.  The prizes for the competition 
will be given out by our judges on 
Friday 23rd February 2018 at 6 p.m. 
and it would be great to see you all at 
this event as I hand over the writer in 
residence baton to Glenn Dakin. 
Being the writer in residence at Rock 
Road library has been an honour and 
pleasure and this would not have been 
possible without the Friends of Rock 
Road library, the library staff and of 
course the local and wider community 
that pass through this wonderful place.  
Thank you for having me and here’s to 
writing, reading and community! 
All the best, 
Kay Blayney  

Veronica Thornton Meeting FRRL 

 

- Introducing Glenn Dakin 2018 
Writer-in-Residence 
 ‘I am a writer of children’s books, TV, 
and comics. I’ve written episodes 
of Shaun the Sheep, Bob the 
Builder and Angry Birds. Perhaps my 
favourite project has been the 
publishing of my children’s fantasy 
novel series Candle Man, by Egmont, in 
both UK and USA.  
As a comics writer I have written for 
Marvel Comics, for characters like 



Spider-Man and have also written 
Doctor Who comics, as well as my own 
graphic novel, Abe: Wrong For All The 
Right Reasons. Penguin Books have 
published my cartoon strip Temptation. 
In a varied career I have written 
comedy sketches for BBC TV and 
radio, and had a comic strip (Robot 
Crusoe) run for nine years in the 
Funday Times. I have also written a 
life story of Roald Dahl in comic form. 
I never met an author when I was a 
child growing up in St. Neots, and I 
had no idea that it was possible to 
work in television or magazines, such 
realms were never opened up to me. 
My life in a fun, creative world all 
began by simply making my own 
comics and selling them to people, or 
posting them out to magazine editors.  
I hope that by being a writer-in-
residence I can give people a chance 
simply to chat with a writer and learn 
a bit about the field. I look forward to 
helping them with ideas, or simply 
explain how to get into writing, and to 
de-mystify the publishing and TV 
world a bit. 
I hope to meet budding writers young 
and old and maybe bump into fellow 
professionals too and swap stories. 
There is more about me on my 
website: www.glenndakin.com	

 
 

FILM GROUP SEASON 3 
Three interesting films to entertain 
and provoke have been selected – 
each one will be introduced by our 
expert and be followed by informal 
discussion: 

• Embrace of the Serpent (31 Jan)  
• The Lives of Others (28 Feb) 
• Baghdad Café (28 March) 

Pay just £7.50 per film or £15 for all 
three.  Reserve your seat by e-mailing 
FRRL – all welcome! 

 

BIRD WATCH	

Please join us for an hour, 10.30 – 
11.30 a.m. on Saturday 27 January to 
participate in the national RSPB 
Birdwatch.  There will be coffee and 
cake and good company even if there 
or not too many birds to view! 

NEWSPAPER NEWS 

Alas, as a cost-saving measure, all 
Cambridgeshire libraries have seen a 
reduction in the number of 
newspapers on offer.  However, all 
papers are available online via the free 
eNewspaper service ‘Press Reader’ 
which allows you to view and 
download digital papers. 

City libraries, apart from Central, no 
longer receive newspapers unless they 
benefit from their Friends’ generosity 
or a free copy of the CEN.  Thanks to 
our members’ subscriptions, FRRL are 
able to fund the ‘i’ and The Guardian 
for Rock Road visitors to enjoy. 



 ‘OPEN STUDIOS’ 2018 

Supported by local artists, including 
Emma Bennett, Rebecca Stark and 
Jayne Ruffle-Ward, Rock Road Library 
will host Open Studios in July – more 
details soon. 

GARDEN 

The front garden improvement project 
continues to make progress – we will 
present our ideas to members soon!  
Work has already begun on improving 
the flower beds for which donations of 
plants would be most welcome. 

CENTRAL LIBRARY ARTWORK 
‘Turn the hand dial to power the 
machine. Receive your prediction and 
make a promise for the future.’  An 
interactive artwork that marks 
moments of climate change in our 
everyday lives, created by Rachel 
Jacobs in collaboration with local 
people, engineers, programmers and 
climate scientists.  
The ‘Prediction Machine’ is touring the 
UK collecting predictions and 
memories about the weather and 
promises for the future. See it at 
Central Library 3rd -18th Feb. 
www.thepredictionmachine.org 

 

WHAT’S ON AT ROCK ROAD 
LIBRARY 

 

 

JANUARY 
Saturday 27, 10.30 -11.30 a.m.: Bird watch 
Wednesday 31, 6.30 p.m.: FRRL Film Group,  
                                  Embrace of the Serpent 
FEBRUARY  
Saturday 10: 
10.30–11.00   Rhyme-time) Fantastic Tales 
11.00–11.30   Story-time) 
Friday 23: 5.00 p.m.: Refreshments,  
               6.00 p.m.: Writing Competition  
               Presentations 
Wednesday 28, 6.30 p.m.: FRRL Film Group, 
                                   The Lives of Others 
MARCH 
Saturday 7:  
10.30–11.00   Rhyme-time) Weather Warning! 
11.00–11.30   Story-time) 
Wednesday 28, 6.30 p.m.: FRRL Film Group,  
                                    Baghdad Cafe 

 For more details of all FRRL activities: 

www.friendsofrockroadlibrary.wordpress.com 

Email: rockroadfriends@yahoo.com 

Facebook: RockRoadLibraryFriends 

Rock Road Parking Restrictions 
Monday - Friday, 8.00 a.m. - 7.00 p.m. 
Saturday, Sunday - no restrictions 
If you need to travel to the Library by car, 
there is a 30-minute bay in front of the Library. 
There is also a disabled parking bay. 
The nearest car-park is at Cambridge Leisure, 
10-minute walk from the Library and there are 
no restrictions to parking in Cavendish Avenue. 
 

 MEMBER NOTICE 
FRRL member, CV Ramakrishnan has started a 
Monday club at his local residence for a small 
group of retired people to develop friendship 
and to spend an hour each week, 2.00-3.00 
p.m., discussing education and health care in 
India over tea, snacks, home made ice creams 
– e-mail CV if you are interested:  
cr8094@gmail.com 


