
Wednesday 25 January 2017 - Rock Road Library community room 

 

6.00 pm Official opening of the refurbished kitchen and other community facilities by The 

Mayor (includes refreshments) 

All members are welcome to attend. 

 

Followed by Annual General Meeting at 7.00pm,  

 

AGENDA 

1. Annual report (enclosed) 

2. Annual accounts (enclosed) 

3. Appointment of independent examiner  

Phil Pickford  

4. Election of trustees  

Peter Axe, Nigel Blackmore (Membership Officer), Jill Trend (Meeting Secretary) and Munazzah Naeem 

(Publicity, Social Media and Press Liaison Officer)  

5. Any other business  

 



FRIENDS OF ROCK ROAD LIBRARY  

ANNUAL REPORT 2015-16 

 

1  ‘The Great War: Stories from A Neighbourhood’   

 

In 2014 the Heritage Lottery Fund gave the Friends a generous grant to fund a two-year 

project on the First World War and its effect on our neighbourhood. 

 

The first phase of the project was an exhibition launched in November 2014 about the 

people who lived in our neighbourhood during the First World War. All of the research 

for this exhibition and subsequent exhibitions was done by volunteers. As a result of this 

exhibition another group of volunteers were taught how to collect oral histories and 

recorded the stories of five families who lived in our area either during the war or today. 

 

The second phase of the exhibition was launched on 13 November 2015. This phase 

looked at individual stories from our community, how people lived together and what 

effect the war had on individuals, demographics, local businesses and social ties. It 

incorporated the results of a successful oral histories programme as well as many new 

stories discovered by our dedicated team of volunteer researchers. Local historian Mike 

Petty joined us at the launch and spoke on 'Cambridge History on Your Computer - the 

Library on your Laptop'  

 

Over the Christmas 2015 period, Cambridge 105FM broadcast radio shows, based on the 

project’s oral history stories.  

 

Two classes of year 6 students from Morley Memorial School participated in a drama 

session at the library on 29 June 2016, in which they learnt about lives of some of the 

people who lived around Rock Road during the war. They developed two plays called 

’This means War’ and ‘Life on the Edge’, imagining what it would have been like to live 

during WWI. We had some great feedback from students, such as: “It made me 

understand more about WWI.”; “We want to do it again and do it better”.  

 

In November 2016, we produced a newspaper that included some of our research and an 

overview of the whole project. In November 2016 215 ‘Poppy Plaques’ were developed 

and distributed to all the houses that we had researched and knew a resident was 

involved directly in WWI. Most of the houses they were delivered to put them up.  This 

project then inspired a local photographer to take 11 photographs on the 11th November 

2016. 

 

On 11 November 2016, we launched the final exhibition with a film and talk by Sarah 

Baylis about the hospitals that we have found out about in our area. The final exhibition 

was also about the hospitals and the people who worked in them.   

 

  



The project has now finished but its lasting legacy is a collection of 20 books about the 

First World War which will be incorporated into the library’s collection. For more 

information about the project, including oral histories, radio programmes, talks and the 

WW1 newspaper, please see: 

 

https://friendsofrockroadlibrary.wordpress.com/the-great-war-stories-from-a-

neighbourhood/ 

 

2  Buildings 

 

On 22 October 2015, Toby Balson, of Cambridge Sustainable Design, gave an excellent 

presentation to our Annual General Meeting about the library’s environmental impact, 

with practical recommendations for the most cost-effective energy conservations 

measures. Just before the AGM we had installed four wall hangings in the community 

room, featuring fabric designed by ‘Bloomsbury’ artist Duncan Grant in the year the 

library was built. They should help to improve the acoustics of the room. In the first few 

weeks of 2016, a new carpet for the children’s room was fitted. 

 

In the spring of 2016, we submitted an application for ‘Building of Local Interest’ status to 

the City Council, with a view to ensuring that those features of the building most 

treasured by the Friends are conserved. A copy of the application is here: 

 

https://friendsofrockroadlibrary.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/rock_road_library3.pdf 

 

On 18 April 2016, our application to improve community room facilities was approved by 

Cambridge City Council. We appointed Toby Balson as project manager and BSV 

Construction Services as principal contractor. The work, which is almost complete, 

includes a new doorway between the community room and the kitchen; a fully 

refurbished kitchen with a new fridge, oven, microwave and dishwasher; additional 

storage space; direct out-of-hours access to the community room; improved toilet 

provision; and more appropriate lighting. We are very grateful to the City Council for a 

generous grant and to the County Council for financial support and practical guidance. 

 

3  Community Garden 

 

Rock Road has the only library building in the City of Cambridge with a substantial 

garden. Since our library is situated in an area without much public open space, the 

garden represents a valuable community resource. In recent years, our objective has been 

to improve access to the garden for library users of all ages. In 2014, we created a 

doorway and steps down to the garden from the children’s section. In 2015, we worked 

with Morley Memorial Primary School, Cambridge Curiosity & Imagination and local 

artists on a “friendly garden” project.  
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We have a small but enthusiastic group of volunteers who meet for two gardening 

sessions every fortnight during the growing season. Meetings are subject to weather, of 

course. In 2016, the gardening group met on Monday and Friday mornings, but the 

timing of meetings is flexible. Please e-mail rockroadfriends@yahoo.com if you are 

interested in joining. 

 

Our aim is a colourful, biodiverse, people-friendly garden. We have an orchard of 

heritage fruit trees which need care and attention, but otherwise we prefer plants which 

mostly look after themselves: bulbs, perennials and flowering shrubs, together with 

annuals and biennials which can be relied on to self-seed. Local gardeners have been 

generous in donating plants, and for this we thank them.   

 

The garden was used for a variety of events in 2016: 

 On 21 May, children of all ages spotted bees as part of the Great British Bee Count, 

alongside crafts and plant-related activities in our bees and butterflies event. 

 We enjoyed an afternoon tea party to celebrate our new charitable status on 24 June, 

with tea, cakes, music and a bring and buy plant stall. 

 On 8 July, we held an “after-school chill-out” with a ladybird theme, as part of the 

Cambridge Wild Weekend. There were very few ladybirds to be found in the garden, 

but ladybird craft activities and books on ladybirds were available to be enjoyed. We 

enjoyed ladybird craft activities and books to read together, and even found some 

ladybirds in the garden. We were grateful to the Co-op for sponsoring the 

refreshments, and Queen Edith’s Community Forum volunteers for working with us 

on the activities and cooking some lovely Indian snacks.  

 We held our third abundance ‘swap and sharing’ stall outside the library on 23 July. 

With fruit, vegetables, herbs and flowers from local allotments and gardens, plus 

chutneys and jams contributed by keen preservers. This is a very simple and fun way 

to bring our community together, and we thank the Rock Allotment Society and 

Queen Edith’s Community Forum for working with us. 

 On 8 October, we had another successful annual Apple Day. A variety of apples 

were tasted and pressed and participants enjoyed apple fun and games, and a cake 

stall. 

 

4  Writer in Residence 

 

We appointed local author Leigh Chambers as the Friends’ first ‘Writer in Residence’ 

from February to December 2016. During the year, she was a regular presence in the 

library, organising readings, workshops and competitions and advising many eager 

writers and would-be writers about ways to motivate themselves or improve their work. 

 

One of the outstanding events was a writers’ evening, which Leigh chaired, in which 

crime writer Alison Bruce, magical realist author Menna Van Praag, and custodian of 

Green Knowe Manor, Diana Boston, gave us a peek into their creative process and how 

mailto:rockroadfriends@yahoo.com


they use Cambridge as a setting in their writing, along with some fascinating titbits about 

the city. It was a fascinating night and the guests were kept busy after the ‘formal’ part of 

the evening, talking and socialising with those who came along. 

 

More recently, Leigh organised a short story competition aimed at encouraging creative 

writing about a real place in the city of Cambridge. She used the ‘Location as Inspiration’ 

strapline to encourage children and young people aged between 6 and 16 to put pen to 

paper. Leigh received almost 200 submissions and was thrilled that writers, Adele Geras 

and Julian Sedgwick agreed to be judges. We shall present prizes at an evening early in 

2017 to those young authors who came in the top ten in each category. They will also see 

their work published in an anthology and hear it broadcast on Cambridge 105. 

 

Leigh very much enjoyed her role as Writer in Residence. Her appointment was 

something of an experiment for the Library, but it is one which we judge to have been a 

great success and which we would like to repeat in the future. 

 

5  A Selection of Events and Activities 

 

In addition to the regular programme in the community room, the following is a selection 

of new or one-off events and activities. 

 

The weekly art textiles group led by Veronica Thornton started in 2015 with the creation 

of a World War 1 blanket – ‘Threads of War’ - which is on permanent display in the 

community room. On 6 February 2016, a lively throng filled the community room to view 

the latest pieces made members of the group who researched and interpreted the history 

of buildings and spaces which had particular meaning to them. The group returned on 28 

September with aim producing a piece for the children's library based on 'Stories from 

around the World'.   

 

On 1 October 2015, the Rock public house hosted our second quiz evening. Teams with 

literary names (Overdue Fines; Low Expectations; Hogwort’s Express; Much Ado about 

Corbin; Three Shades of Grey; For Whom the Bell Tolls; The Press Gang) quizzed hard 

but the worthy winner was ‘Caesar Salad’!    

 

In November 2015 and June 2016, we held events as part of the national ‘Antiuniversity 

Now!’ festival which advocates equality of learning opportunities. Therefore, we had 

children teaching Lego techniques and paper plane making and adults teaching juggling 

and collage.  

 

We invited local artists and makers to showcase their work at an ‘Pop Up Art’ event on 24 

June 2016 as a prelude to Open Studios the following week. This was a great opportunity 

for them to promote, exhibit or sell their work to local residents. 

 

  



We held our first ever quiz trail from 22 July to 2 September 2016 for ages 7+ and 

enthusiasts of all ages. The objective of the ‘Know Your Place’ trail was to promote 

reading, support local businesses and, most importantly, to have fun!  Starting outside 

Rock Road library, participants had to answer the questions and complete the challenges 

while following a route marked on the quiz map. They found out some fascinating facts 

about the local area, and discovered sights they never knew existed! We awarded prizes 

drawn at random from the correct entries. A shortened version of the trail is available 

below: 

 

https://friendsofrockroadlibrary.files.wordpress.com/2013/05/frrl_kyp_quiz_v2_2016.pdf 

 

Laundry work has always been an important part of Cambridge life - from washer-

women on Laundress Green, to workers in the commercial laundries servicing the 

colleges and hotels. Local historian Tamsin Wimhurst gave a well-attended illustrated 

talk on 14 October 2016 which explore its history from the days of copper boilers to the 

automated technology of today.   

 

We held our first Christmas Party on 2 December 2016. Guests enjoyed mulled wine, soft 

drinks and mince pies and sang, to a keyboard accompaniment, a few well-known carols, 

suitable for all denominations and none! We also had young musicians performing, a 

humorous reading, a raffle a quiz and even a magician. The event feedback was most 

enthusiastic and we plan to make the Christmas Party an annual event.  

 

Finally, we ran bookstalls at the Queen Edith Community Forum annual Community 

Action Morning on 3 September 2016 and the first Winter Festival on 10 December.  

 

6  Charitable Status 

 

On 13 April 2016, we were delighted to learn that the Charity Commission deemed 

Friends of Rock Road Library worthy of charitable status and we had been entered onto 

the Register as Charity Number 1166498. We celebrated with a Tea Party in the library 

garden on 24 June with cakes, music, tea and conversation in the sunshine. Alongside 

was a ‘Bring & Buy’ plant stall as well as a ‘Pop Up Art’ event featuring various local 

artists.    

 

One definition states that ‘A charity is a type of non-profit organisation which has 

philanthropic goals and serves the public interest or common good.’ That exactly fits the 

way we operate! Our new status will confer several advantages. First, we now operate 

within a clearly defined framework, with the trustees protected by limited liability. 

Second, as funds for library services nationally continue to be cut, we may need to 

enlarge the scope of our activities. Third, we should be able to obtain more grants and 

external funding. And finally, we can enjoy tax reliefs which will boost our income. 

Our constitution is available at: 

 

https://friendsofrockroadlibrary.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/frrl-constitution-11-april-

2016.pdf 
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7  Library Staff 

 

The library has two part-time members of staff, who are supported by a team of 

volunteers. In December 2015, we bade a sad farewell to Pippa Barritt who is now based 

at Central Library, and welcomed her successor, Claire Reid, who started in January 2016. 

We were fortunate to enjoy the support of an always cheerful, ever patient David Parker 

who alas decided to return to his native Shropshire. We were pleased to meet his 

successor, Gabriel Duckels. 

 

8  Members and Library Users 

 

The continuing support of our members is crucially important to the future of the library. 

At present, we have 189 members, who pay a subscription of £10 per household. Many 

choose to make generous donations on top of the subscription. To streamline 

administration, we introduced a single annual renewal date on 1 October 2016, and we 

were delighted that 144 renewals had been received by Christmas 2016. 

 

Last year, we invited the Cambridge Hub, a local charity, to help us to identify how to 

develop the library and its garden as a community hub. We received their very detailed 

report on 25 November 2015, which contained many positive recommendations and a 

profile of library users. A summary report is at: 

 

https://friendsofrockroadlibrary.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/rock-road-library-did-you-

know.pdf 

 

9  Trustees 

 

During the year, we said goodbye to two committee members – Sarah Ferguson and 

Robert Billingham. Three trustees will be standing down at the Annual General Meeting 

on 25 January 2017 – Claire Adler, Martin Thom and Amanda Taylor. We would 

particularly like to thank Sarah, Claire and Martin for their hard work in making a huge 

success of The Great War exhibition. In May 2016, we were delighted that Peter Axe, 

Nigel Blackmore (Membership Officer), Jill Trend (Meeting Secretary) and Munazzah 

Naeem (Publicity, Social Media and Press Liaison Officer) joined as trustees.  

 

 

9th January 2017 
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Section A Receipts and payments
Unrestricted 

funds
Restricted 

funds
Endowment 

funds
Total funds Last year

 to the nearest      £ to the nearest £ to the nearest £ to the nearest £ to the nearest £

A1 Receipts 
Cambridge City Council grant 1,445 1,445 5,375
Collection boxes 327 327 248
Donations 385 385 530
Fundraising and events 872 872 734
Membership subscriptions 810 810 1,320
RAG grant 200

Sub total (Gross income for 
AR) 2,394 1,445 3,839 8,407

A2 Asset and investment sales, 
(see table).

Sub total 

Total receipts 2,394 1,445 3,839 8,407

A3 Payments
Fundraising and events 429 429 54
Library equipment 78 78 280
Community garden 53 53 88
Newspapers 367 367 323
Miscellaneous 123 123 421
Architectural report 3,916
WW1 exhibition 4,718 4,718 3,444
Community garden public art 168 168 5,375
Community room facilities 1,445 1,445

Sub total 1,050 6,331 7,381 13,901

A4 Asset and investment 
purchases, (see table)

Sub total

Total payments 1,050 6,331 7,381 13,901

Net of receipts/(payments) 1,344 (4,886) (3,542) (5,494)

A5 Transfers between funds (500) 500

A6 Cash funds last year end 144 6,388 6,532 12,306

Cash funds this year end 988 2,002 2,990 6,812

CC16a

2015 2016

No 1166498Friends of Rock Road Library

Receipts and payments accounts
1 October 30 September

To
For the period 

from

CCXX R1 accounts (SS) 1 03/01/2017


	FRRL official opening plus AGM agenda.pdf
	FRRL annual report 2015-16 3rd draft.docx.pdf
	FRRL accounts 2015-16.pdf

