
FRRL Annual Report 2017 
 
This has been yet another busy and enjoyable year for FRRL.  New highlights have been a 
Christmas Party, children's writing prize-giving event, inaugural Film Group season and our 
first 'Grand' plant sale when the hugely popular FRRL Lego box was launched.  
 
Previous favourites have continued to be popular: regular gardening sessions, Apple 
Day, summer garden party, textile group, summer community trail, history and author talks c 
see the full list of events below.   
 
We are already making plans for next year – the next Writer in Residence has been appointed 
and we hope to add Cambridge Open Studios to the annual programme of events.  
 
We have also made improvements to the community room by installing new lighting and new 
internal blinds and investing in audio-visual equipment. Next, we are planning improvements 
to the library frontage, and we anticipate that will be a major project for 2018. 
 
Membership numbers reached 196 in the summer.  Our new membership year started on 30 
September 2017, and already 158 members have renewed. We hope that, by the time all 
members have renewed and we have recruited some new members, our membership will 
exceed 200 for the first time.  
 
To ensure that the FRRL group maintains focus – and adheres to its charitable objectives, the 
Trustees have drawn up a 'Forward Look' action plan.  This is published on the FRRL website 
– your feedback and suggestions would be most welcome. 
 
Finally, we are delighted to welcome, as an ex-officio member of the board, Noah Keate – a 
HRSFC student who is helping promote FRRL and the Library through social media. 
 
2017 Events (most recent first): 

 
• 'From Fact to Fiction': Author talk with Veronica Thornton, 30 November 
• FRRL Film Group Screening: Parapluies de Cherbourg, 29 November 
• Children's Writing Competition: submission deadline, 12 November 
• FRRL Film Group Screening: Ida, 1 November 
• ‘Cambridge Brides’: History Talk by Ann Kennedy-Smith, 19 October  
• Family Apple Day, 7 October 
• Film Club: Blue Jasmine, 4 October 
• FRRL Book Stall at QECF ‘Skip’ morning, 2 September 
• ‘Know Your Place’, Self-guided Community Trail – July to end August 
• Rock Abundance and Kid’s Fun – plants/produce to swap or buy; Lego; hunt the 

bugs; Story Time; Nepal Quiz; refreshments for all: tea/coffee, soft drinks and 
cake, 29 July 

• The Big Book Group Evening a relaxed and friendly evening for those who love 
books hosted by FRRL Writer-in-Residence Kay Blayney, 5 July 

• Tea, Cake (and Lego) in the Garden, 30 June 
• Unveiling of the exciting new wall hanging for the children’s library, 20 May 
• Grand Plant Sale and Children’s Fun Plant Sale, 6 May 
• FRRL Film Group Screening – The Lunch Box, 5 April 
• FRRL Film Group Screening – Far from the Madding Crowd, 22 March 
• ‘Location as Inspiration’, Children’s Short Story Competition, presentation of awards 

to the Top Ten in each age category by judges Adele Geras and Julian Sedgwick, 10 
March 

• FRRL Film Group inaugural screening – Volver, 1 March 
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