
FRIENDS OF ROCK ROAD LIBRARY 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

THURSDAY 11TH OCTOBER 2012 

1. Apologies for absence 

 

2. Introductions 

Jane Elliott (JE) introduced those members of the current committee who were 

present, and also Ian Douglas and Victoria Richardson from Cambridgeshire Library 

Services (CLS). 

 

3. Chair’s report on activities over the year 

JE presented a summary of the events held at the library over the past year.  These 

ranged from children’s and family events held during opening hours to evening talks 

from local writers and others. 

FRRL has also bought wine glasses and a laminator, both available for hire. 

JE reported that FRRL publicity outlets have been extended to the internet, with a 

new Facebook page: (https://www.facebook.com/#!/RockRoadLibraryFriends)  

and Twitter account: (https://twitter.com/RockRoadLibrary).   

JE commented on the far reach of such publicity, giving as an example Dr Matt 

Schofield in Argentina, who tweeted us a quote from Isaac Asimov, who wrote in 1971 

to patrons of a new library: "Congratulations on the new library, because it isn't just a 

library. It is a space ship that will take you to the farthest reaches of the Universe, a 

time machine that will take you to the far past and the far future, a teacher that 

knows more than any human being, a friend that will amuse you and console you---

and most of all, a gateway, to a better and happier and more useful life." 

Future events were highlighted: 

- 27 October, Apple Day 

- 15 November, Jane Wilson will talk about her book “A Glimpse of Eternal Snows” 

- 13 December, Jeff Hales will return to present a special Christmas Dickens evening. 

 

4. Financial Report  

Prepared by James Berry, treasurer, and presented by JE in his absence.   

With income for the year coming in at £1,610 and expenditure of £639, there is a 

healthy closing balance (including brought forward funds) of £2,896.75. 

It was noted that income from collection boxes would be less in future because 

Blazing Saddles, who have been staunch supporters, are now collecting for a cancer 

charity.  It was also confirmed that those shops that hold a collecting box for FRRL do 

receive thank you letters for their help. 

 

5. Membership report 

The membership secretary, Katie Knapton, confirmed that membership continues at 

around 100.  She reported that new membership rates and renewals have slowed, 

perhaps because immediate concerns over the library’s closure have faded. 
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6. Garden 

JE reported on events and progress in the garden.  Three years ago, twelve apple 

trees were planted, together with a thorny hedge for privacy and to deter “visitors”.  

The hedge is now large enough to plan the purchase of benches for the garden, and 

the committee are currently investigating options. 

Garden maintenance was discussed; it was noted that negotiations with the council 

are ongoing, over the frequency of mowing and clearance of cuttings, and that the 

next weeding session should incorporate weeds on the lane just outside the railings. 

Volunteers were requested, but not forthcoming, for the garden co-ordinator role.  

This post remains open, and any interested parties can contact 

rockroadfriends@yahoo.com. 

 

7. Discussion of future plans (rescheduled from item 9) 

Martin Thom (MT) presented ideas for creating and using space in the library for the 

display of art.  He highlighted the historical connections between Rock Road library, 

Morley and Homerton.  Art space could focus on children’s book illustration, of which 

there is a strong history in Cambridge (collection held at Homerton, prestigious 

degree course at ARU).  Another possibility is to make space to display an “outreach” 

branch of the Cambridge Collection, with copies of maps and documents of the local 

area.  The scale of plans could be varied depending on the funding and resources 

available, from reusing existing wall space, to potentially extending the building.  MT 

highlighted the likely importance of establishing links with other institutions in 

protecting the library from future threats of closure. 

Other suggestions for development were discussed, including opening a doorway from 

the back of the building to the garden, links with the workshops in the lane, and a 

coffee machine (noted that the need for this has reduced since Balzano and the Bun 

Shop have both opened cafés). 

A subcommittee is to be set up, to discuss options for future development, and those 

interested are encouraged to contact rockroadfriends@yahoo.com.  

It was noted that the recent recruitment event for volunteers had been very well 

attended, and that the CLS seem keen to use volunteers to extend opening hours.  A 

follow-up meeting will be held on Wednesday 17th October, and all are welcome. 

It was also noted that there is potential for regular use for other purposes, e.g. on 

Wednesday closure days. 

 

8. News from CLS 

Ian Douglas, District Library Manager for CLS, gave a brief update on the current 

situation.  The CLS has met the most recent challenges to its budget without needing 

to close any libraries, but with major changes in service delivery and a staff 

reorganisation that is just coming to an end. 

For Rock Road itself, we can expect a second permanent member of staff to be 

recruited very soon, and new computers and WIFI should reach us early in 2013.  

There are unlikely to be major changes to the library itself arising from the CLS. 

Ian promoted a budget consultation being held online by CCC, and encouraged all 

library users to complete the questionnaire – responses so far, although few, have 

favoured cuts in library funding: https://youchoose.yougov.com/Cambridgeshire  

Ian introduced Victoria Richardson, one of the community librarians for adult 

services, who said a few words to describe her role – her team’s priorities are 
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outreach, promotion and engaging with communities. 

 

9. Election of committee for 2012-13 (rescheduled from item 7) 

Retiring at this meeting were the secretary, Mary Kasanicki, garden co-ordinator, 

Nicola Rotton, and chair, Jane Elliott.   

The following were elected unopposed: 

- Catherine Bentham, secretary (already a committee member) 

- Brenda Purkiss, chair (already a committee member) 

- Lynne Caley, general committee member 

- Tom Dyson, general committee member 

- Liz Axe, general committee member 

Other committee members, unchanged, are: 

- Jo de Pledge, vice chair 

- James Berry, treasurer 

- Katie Knapton, membership secretary 

- Sarah Ferguson, publicity officer 

- Amanda Taylor, press officer 

- Marion Arcangeli, distribution officer 

- Claire Adler 

- Martin Thom 

- Alan Munro 

 

10. Any other business 

Brenda Purkiss, the new chair, led the meeting in offering appreciation and thanks to 

the retiring committee members, Mary Kasanicki, Nicola Rotton, Margaret de Bono 

(who retired earlier in the year) and, in particular, Jane Elliott.  Brenda praised Jane’s 

energy and leadership over the past three years, particularly in relation to the 

successful community-wide campaign to save Cambridgeshire branch libraries from 

closure, and highlighted the legacy Jane has left, of a vibrant Friends group, an army 

of volunteers, and a strong partnership with CLS. 

Ian Douglas offered thanks from the CLS, describing Jane as a “true friend” to Rock 

Road Library, and emphasised how much library staff had appreciated the support 

they were given during the library review. 

Jo de Pledge presented a card and gifts to Jane, in recognition of her contribution. 

 

 

  


