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Les parapluies de Cherbourg (The Umbrellas of Cherbourg) 

Dir. Jacques Demy  

France/W Ger 1964; Cert 12A; 91 mins; in French with English subtitles 

   

 
 
Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=imCOi7pqKh0 
 
Cast            
Nino Castelnuovo  -  Guy Foucher    Written & directed by Jacques Demy 
Catherine Deneuve  -  Geneviève Emery    
Anne Vernon  -  Madame Emery  Original Music: Michel Legrand 
Marc Michel   -  Roland Cassard  
Ellen Farner  -  Madeleine   Cinematography: Jean Rabier 
Mireille Perrey  - Tante Elise   
 
Awards 
Palme d’Or, OCIC Award & Technical Grand Prize, Cannes Film Festival 1964;  Critics Award, 
French Syndicate of Cinema Critics 1965; Prix Louis Delluc 1963. Nominated for 5 Oscars, a 
Golden Globe & a Grammy. 
 
Director: Jacques Demy 
Director and screenwriter linked to the Nouvelle Vague/French New Wave. His films draw on a 
wide range of influences from Hollywood and film noir to manga and opera, and are renowned for 
their rich visual style and dreamlike quality. Best known for his films Lola (1961), Les parapluies de 
Cherbourg (1964) and Les Demoiselles de Rochefort (1967). According to Caroline E. Layde, In Les 

Parapluies, ‘Demy sought to create “a mixture of poetry, color and music”. Accordingly, he ordered his crew 
to repaint entire blocks of houses, making over Cherbourg into a symphony of vibrant primaries and pastels, 
depending on the season. Color film had yet to become popular among the New Wave and the Left Bank, 
but Demy embraced the Eastmancolor range, spilling stylised color onto Jacqueline Moreau’s costumes and 

Bernard Evein’s sets’ (Senses of Cinema 2003). 

About Les parapluies de Cherbourg 
 
Described by director Jacques Demy as ‘a film in song’, the visually 
intoxicating THE UMBRELLAS OF CHERBOURG pays hmage to 
the Hollywood musical in this masterpiece of French New Wave 
cinema. 
Guy Foucher (Nino Castelnuovo), a a 20-year-old French auto 
mechanic, has fallen in love with 17-year-old Geneviève Emery 
(Catherine Deneuve: Belle de Jour), an employee in her widowed 
mother’s chic but financially embattled umbrella shop. On the 
evening before Guy is to leave for a two-year tour of combat in 
Algeria, the pair share a passionate night.  Geneviève becomes 
pregnant and must then choose between waiting for Guy’s return or 
accepting an attractive offer of marriage from a wealthy diamond 
merchant (Marc Michel: Lola)    (StudioCanal DVD) 
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Nouvelle Vague (French New Wave) 
The French New Wave refers to a group of filmmakers seeking to break away from dominant 
practices of the time, especially literary adaptation/period drama and Hollywood classic narrative 
realism, althoughhey drew on an eclectic range of genres and styles, reworking these in new ways. 
Working in the context of the social and economic upheaval following the end of WW2, they 
focused on contemporary subject matter – particularly social and political themes - promoting 
reflection beyond the story itself. They experimented with film form, with radical new approaches to 
editing and narrative structure, often working with low budget, makeshift equipment. The new wave 
encompassed cinéastes steeped in the bohemianism of the Left Bank as well as those working in 
film criticism. Their radical new approaches to filmmaking had a significant influence on film theory 
- particularly through the leading critical journal, Cahiers du cinema - and especially the 
development of ‘auteur theory’ (the notion of the director as the ‘author’ and leading creative force, 
giving a recognizable mark and identity to his/her films. There are differing views on which 
filmmakers belong to the group but leading figures writing in Cahiers include Jean Luc Godard, 
Truffaut, Rohmer, Chabrol, Rivette; Left Bank filmmakers include Varda, Demy and Resnais. 
 

Discussion Prompts 

1. How do you feel about the film’s use of the conventions of the musical and how are they 
reworked? What effect does the fact that it is entirely sung have? 
 

2. What other formal features strike you in the film? What impact do they have? E.g. narrative 
structure; camera techniques; colour; doubling/repetition, etc. 

 

3. How does the film shape our impression of 1950s/early 60s? What themes are explored 
and how effective are they in promoting reflection beyond the story itself? E.g. the war; 
gender relations; money; other themes?  

 

4. What do you think of Genevieve’s decision? How do you feel about the ending of the film?  
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A bout de soufflé (Breathless) Jean-Luc Godard 1960 
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