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WELCOME TO SULLY! 
 

 

In early October, Sully 
(rhymes with ‘truly’) 
joined the regular 
Rock Road Library 
team.  A local 
resident, Sully has 
experience of working 
at Milton Road Library.  
We look forward to 
getting to know her. 

HISTORY TALK  

In October, Ann Kennedy Smith, local 
author and historian entertained and 
informed a packed room about some 
of Cambridge’s Victorian women – 
touching on their fashion sense, 
families, academic achievements and 
social campaigning – they were 
impressive and inspirational citizens! 

 
FILM GROUP SEASON 2 

The first two films of the season were 
very much enjoyed.  The final film on 
Wednesday 29th November is the 
French classic, musical drama 
Umbrellas of Cherbourg – a 
bittersweet romance set in the late 
1950s against the backdrop of the 
Algerian war.  The film will be in 
French with English subtitles.   
We recommend emailing to reserve a 
seat but please feel free to just come 
along on the evening and pay on the 
door – doors open at 6.30 p.m. 

FRRL ANNUAL APPLE DAY 
While the sun managed only a brief 
appearance on the morning of the 7th 
October, there was no rain and many 
folk enjoyed celebrating the apple 
harvest by making delicious juice.  
Children made apple bird-feeders, 
created art and sampled different 
apple varieties in interesting ways! 

 
A particular hit, new for this year, 
were the ‘make-your-own’ apple 
crumbles that, we hope, will feature at 
next year’s event.   

 
WRITER IN RESIDENCE 

Kay’s regular drop-in advice sessions 
continue and events are planned: 



- Children’s Writing Competition  
Many entries have been submitted 
and the judging process has begun. 
Winners will be announced in the 
New Year.  Judges, Julian Sedgwick 
& Inbali Iserles, will present awards 
at a ceremony in late January. 
Thank you to all who entered. 

- ‘From Fact to Fiction’ 
On Thursday 30th  November, 
Veronica Thornton, local FRRL, 
textile artist & author will be talking 
about researching her new historical 
novel ‘The Screaming Alice’.  Please 
join us in the Library for some good 
conversation and refreshments. 

 
We are also delighted to announce 
that local author Glenn Dakin will be 
Kay’s successor as Writer-in-Residence 
in 2018 – we will tell you more about 
Glenn in the New Year! 

GARDEN 

We have a new compost bin – built by 
Nigel who also repaired the two 
existing ones – many thanks, Nigel! 
Thanks also to Tom, who cleared and 
levelled the ground before moving the 
new bin into position. 

 

   
There is a wonderful display of rose 
hips this year, a reward for the careful 
pruning of the hedge and roses over 
the last two years – thank you Anne 
and the volunteer gardening team! 

CHRISTMAS SHOWTIME 

On Friday 8th December, a professional 
theatre company is visiting the library: 

 
‘Alice’ is for adults and accompanied 
older, children only.  For tickets see: 

www.librariantheatre.com/product-
page/rockroadlibrary 

SANTAS ON WHEELS 
On the morning of Sunday 10th 
December, around 10.30-10.45 a.m., 
stroll to Hills Road to enjoy the amazing 
spectacle of scores of fancy-dressed 
bikers riding in convoy to 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital bearing 
Christmas parcels! 



  

‘OH CHRISTMAS TREE …! 
Our community neighbours at Morley 
School in Blinco Grove are selling ‘real’ 
Christmas Trees to raise funds.  Order 
by Friday 2nd Dec. and pick up on Sat. 
9th Dec. (9.15 a.m. - 12 noon) at the 
school gates.  To purchase, visit: 
http://friendsofmorley.org.uk/events/xmas-
trees/ 

 

FRRL AGM 
It is not too late to renew your annual 
subscription - entitling you to attend 
the thrilling, but speedy, FRRL AGM on 
Friday 15th December (note change of 
date from the membership card). 
Find membership forms in the Library, 
on our website or contact Membership 
Officer: nablackmore@yahoo.com 

PARKING IN ROCK ROAD 
Love it or loath it – a resident’s 
parking scheme is now operational.  
The good news for library users who 
are reliant on car transport is that 
there is still a disabled bay outside the 
building and a 30-minute restricted-
waiting bay. 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 
This year’s party starts after the AGM 
on Friday 15th December. 
From 7.45 p.m., for your amusement, 
there will be a ‘short and sweet’ - 
programme of entertainment: John's 
‘Crazy Inventions’; Peter’s amusing 
monologue; James’s fun quiz; Michael 
on keyboard with guest musicians.  All 
this interspersed with carols, drinks 
and mince pies.  Admission is free to 
FRRL members, their partners & 
children.  Everyone will be very 
welcome! 

  

WHAT’S ON AT ROCK RD LIBRARY 
 

 

NOVEMBER 
Wednesday 29, 6.30 p.m.: FRRL Film Group,  
                                 Umbrellas of Cherbourg 
Thursday 30, 7.30 p.m.: Veronica Thornton  
                                   ‘The Screaming Alice’  
                                   Meet the Author evening 
DECEMBER  
Friday 8, 7.00 p.m.: Library Theatre Co. ‘ALICE.” 
Friday 15: 7.00 p.m.: AGM (swift) &  
               7.30 p.m.  Christmas Party 
Saturday 16: 
10.30–11.00 a.m.   Rhyme-time) Tales from  
11.00–11.30 a.m.   Story-time)    Long Ago 
JANUARY/FEBRUARY  
t.b.c.:            Children’s ‘Home as Inspiration’  
                     writing competition Awards’ 

For more details of all FRRL activities: 
www.friendsofrockroadlibrary.wordpress.com 

Email: rockroadfriends@yahoo.com 
Facebook: RockRoadLibraryFriends 



	

STOP	PRESS	

The	Central	Library	Friends	have	produced	
a	2018	calendar	with	photographs,	maps,	
cartoons	and	prints	of	Cambridge	from	
1592	to	1967.	All	proceeds	will	go	to	the	
Cambridgeshire	Collection,	who	provided	
all	the	images.	The	price	is	£7.50	and	the	
calendar	would	make	an	ideal	Christmas	
stocking	filler.		Copies	are	available	at	the	
Cambridgeshire	Collection	in	the	Central	
Library	(as	well	as	an	example	at	Rock	
Road	library). 

Alternatively,	and	especially	for	those	
considering	multiple	copies,	Stephen	
Swift	of	the	Central	Library	Friends	will	do	
a	delivery	run	in	early	December	for	
people	living	reasonably	close	to	Rock	
Road	library.		Orders	can	be	placed	by	e-
mailing	Stephen	Swift	
on	srswift1@hotmail.com		before	1st	
December.			

If	anyone	requires	calendars	by	a	
particular	date	(eg	for	Christmas	mailing	
deadlines,	please	advise	in	the	e-mail). 

Stephen	has	asked	that	that	you	include	
name,	address	and	quantity	required.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

 

 


