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Application Background
The Friends of Rock Road Library (FRRL) society was formed in 2009 and currently 
has around 100 members.  The Committee of the Friends of Rock Road Library is 
made up of volunteers with varying specialisms.  We share a passion to keep the 
Rock Road Library as a vibrant resource at the heart of our community.

In  recent  years,  the  FRRL have  expanded  the  services  provided  by  Rock  Road 
Library:

• family events: gardening, apple days, seasonal celebrations

• talks on nature, literature and travel, poetry readings, music recitals

• children’s activities: local authors’ readings, craft workshops, garden activities

• creation and maintenance of a community garden and heritage apple orchard at 
the rear of the library including garden seating purchased by FRRL

• provision of additional recurrent items (newspapers, children’s books) and other 
equipment such as a scanner and laminator

• instrumental in the campaign to keep the regional and suburban libraries open.

These services particularly benefit young families, the elderly, and those new to the 
area or who are more isolated in their social circumstances.  

The Garden

The library garden is an important and valued resource to library users.

The FRRL organise regular community gardening sessions and hold events such as 
Apple  Days  and  Teddy  Bears  picnics.   Recently,  three  benches  have  been 
purchased by the FRRL from funds raised locally.

Many library users are unaware of the garden which is not easily visible from the 
library building; the three rear wall windows, although tall, are high and the garden is 
approximately one metre lower than the building.

It is proposed to install doors at the rear of the building to provide direct access from 
the interior.
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Project Detail

        

        

Design

The proposal is to replace the existing central, Critall-style metal window with a pair 
of double-glazed doors in the same style, see attached drawing (no. 1).  

Access

The garden is currently only accessible via a metal gate and a long side passage 
which provides level access.  

The proposed doors will  provide alternative,  direct  access to the garden from the 
main space of the library.  The internal floor level is approximately 1m above the 
garden level.  Installation of a modular platform and steps are proposed – see PARS 
Drawing CBDG.57.00 attached.  Level access to the garden will continue to be via 
the side passage.
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