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The Friends of Rock Road Library  

Community Hub Development Project 

23rd July 2015 

 

 

Introduction 

 

We have been working with Richard Owers of NRAP Architects on a feasibility 

study to outline all the changes we would like to make to the library building, before 

we start work on planning detailed improvements. We have also been advised by 

Bridget Smith (Project Manager for the Gamlingay Eco-Hub) and Toby Balson 

(Environmental Officer for the University of Cambridge). 

 

Our objectives 

 

 Develop a thriving community hub which is driven by local needs.  

 

 Provide flexible space which can be easily adapted for changing demands in 

the future. 

 

 Make the library/community asset financially secure to safeguard its future - 

via shared services; cost savings; greater efficiency; and secure income 

streams. 

 

 Unblock potential - through expanding opening hours; using assets wisely; 

and making connections with other services. 

 

 Recognise the value of joined-up working - the whole being greater than the 

sum of its parts 
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Environmental improvements  

 

Our aim   to reduce carbon usage and make financial savings.  

 

Energy audit   being organised as a student project. Will help to appraise savings 

from the various measures under consideration.  

   

Gas boiler   Replacing ancient gas boiler with a new wall mounted boiler would 

reduce the gas bill by one-third. 

 

Zoning   The community room could be a separate zone, heated in the evening when 

the library is closed.  

 

Thermostatic radiator valves   to reduce the gas bill.  

 

Low energy lighting   replacing the fluorescent lights on obtrusive gantries with 

LED lights on the ceiling, ideally using 1930s-style fittings.  

 

Daylight sensors   so the lights only go on when necessary. 

 

Hot water   Review existing three hot water systems, all powered by electricity and 

all producing water instantly. Solar panels a possibility.  

 

Lightwells   open up to let in more natural light, reducing the electricity bill. 

 

Roof insulation   a lot of heat is lost through the flat roof 

 

Exterior wall insulation   to reduce heat loss. Would be expensive, transform the 

external appearance and require planning permission.  

 

Behavioural changes   promoted by library staff and volunteers; could have a 

significant impact on energy use.  
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Restoration and enhancement of original architectural features  

 

Listing   We aim to have the building included in the City Council’s list of buildings 

of local interest.  

 

Improve the street frontage   to make the library more welcoming and draw in more 

people. Much could be done at low cost – removing the clutter of signs, 

repositioning notice boards and posters, moving the bike racks, upgrading the 

lighting, a small garden, benches, etc.  

 

Reorganise information display   of leaflets and posters to make it accessible, 

visible, well-organised and tidy, ideally in one place.   

 

Upgrade the windows   rusty and rotten in places, let down the appearance of the 

library and leak heat. We could install new double glazed units or repair and clean 

up the windows and fit secondary double glazing.   

 

Improve high-level clerestory glazing   using glass bricks (possibly coloured). 

 

Restore original roof lights   and expose the light wells to improve the appearance 

of the library and increase natural light.  

 

Move computer server   positioned on the wall above the reading area. 

 

Restore glazed screen   between computer area and children’s library, currently 

covered a temporary piece of fibreboard. 

 

Replace rear toilet extension   and extend to bring it into line with the rear elevation, 

which could include garden storage.  

 

Remove cupboard   in corner of the community room, which conceals one of the 

arches in the main library and breaks up the geometry of the building.  
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Improvement of the new community room 

 

Access to the kitchen   a new doorway and hatch from the community room, 

providing access to the kitchen, toilet, and side door.  

 

Refurbish the kitchen   with new kitchen units and organised storage for staff, 

volunteers and community room users. 

 

Improve acoustics   possibly including curtains, tapestries and softer materials on 

the walls (we have made a start with the WW1 blanket). 

 

Flexible lighting   ceiling lights, up lighters for gentle lighting, spotlights for 

directional lighting and dimmable lights for atmosphere.   

 

Power points   around the floor in the middle of the room to connect equipment 

without worrying about trailing leads.   

 

Open up the basement   which is almost half the size of the community room and 

could be ideal for storage, a private area for library staff and volunteers, and 

occasional music practice. Replace boiler with a wall-mounted model. Remove the 

disused oil tank. Enlarge the window to increase natural light.  

 

An extension 

 

We have thought carefully about how an extension would work in the long term, 

because it will influence any changes we might make to the existing building in the 

short term. We have considered three options: (1) an additional storey (2) a rear 

extension to the children’s library and (3) a satellite building at the end of the 

garden, with a passageway connection to the main library. We consider that a 

satellite extension would be best, although we would be reluctant to lose valuable 

green space. We have to do some serious market research on whether future 

demand would justify the investment in an extension. At this stage, there is no 

requirement for one.  

 

Comments welcome 

 

We would appreciate suggestions, ideas and reactions from Friends. Please post 

comments in the new Friends mailbox near the library entrance or email to 

rockroadfriends@yahoo.com 

mailto:rockroadfriends@yahoo.com

