
 
 

FRIENDS OF ROCK ROAD LIBRARY  
NEWS UPDATE MAY 2013 

 
Welcome to our latest update on all the news at Rock Road 

Library – and there is plenty going on!  First, a quick round-up of our 
events so far this year.   
February - We celebrated National Libraries day with a coffee morning, 
coinciding with the ever-popular children’s Rhymetime/Storytime session.   
March - Our gardening event was snowed-off, but Easter crafts went 
ahead indoors, producing some adorable pom-pom chicks and Easter 
baskets!   
April - Local author Tony Mitton kept young and old enthralled, with 
anecdotes and readings from his wonderful poetry books, notably “Plum”. 
Meanwhile, the sunshine allowed the rescheduled gardening event to take 
place.  Thanks to all those who helped to prepare the garden for Spring – 
whenever it arrives!   
May - many of us were entertained by an unlikely alliance of chicken-
rearing and literature, in the form of Martin Gurdon, speaking about his 
new book “Doing Bird”.  
And there’s more in store for June and beyond, so read on… 
 
 

WHAT’S ON AT ROCK ROAD LIBRARY 
 
PIBROCH AND RIOJA, Friday 7 June, 8-9:30pm.  What do classical 
highland bagpipe music and Spanish red wine have in common? Come 
and find out at an enthralling evening of entertainment, when Barnaby 
Brown, an expert on pipe music around the world, performs at Rock Road 
Library.  Barnaby is well-known at Morley Primary School for playing at a 
memorable Ceilidh last term.  This event is sure to be popular and 
numbers are limited, so reserve your place NOW by emailing 
rockroadfriends@yahoo.com.  You can then pay on the door - £5 
members, £6 non-members, including a drink (or two) of Rioja (or non-
alcoholic alternative!). 
 
For more on what to expect, see Barnaby’s website at 
http://barnabybrown.info/ and videos at http://youtu.be/E6_hKK06hSs & 
http://youtu.be/o_b1hNtbsdI 
 



TEDDY BEAR’S PICNIC AND UNVEILING OF THE BENCHES, 
Saturday 8 June, 10:30am-12pm.  The next Rhymetime/Storytime 
will have a novel theme – a teddy bear’s picnic in the library garden, just 
after the end of Storytime (11:30am).  Bring along a picnic, a rug, and 
your favourite teddy bear… and even dress up as a teddy bear if you like!  
There will be the usual fun rhymes and stories, all about teddy bears (of 
course!).   
 
And also at 11:30am, don’t miss the grand unveiling of the new library 
garden benches!  Coffee/tea and special teddy bear refreshments will be 
available for all. 
   

 
 

NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
 

Benches 
The benches ordered by the Friends of Rock Road 
Library are here!  We hope children will love the 
brightly coloured small benches, while the grown-ups 
relax on the more traditional teak one.  These were 
the two styles that earned the most “ticks” on our 
display of possible benches that was put up in the 
library on National Libraries Day – thanks to all those 
who “voted”!  
 
Do come along to our grand unvei l ing of  the benches at  
11:30am on Saturday,  8 June ( just  after  Storytime) .   
Refreshments available  for  al l !  
 
Wifi and scanner 
The library now enjoys free wifi, and the scanner purchased by the 
Friends of Rock Road Library is also in place.  Do make use of these new 
facilities.  
 
 



 
 
Friends of Rock Road Library Mugs 
Have you bought your Rock Road mug yet?  
They are still available from the library, £4 for 
members, £5 for non-members.  Supporting 
your library while enjoying your favourite hot 
drink – what’s not to like?  

 
 

Doorway to the garden 
 
We are making good progress on our exciting 
project to install a doorway giving direct access 
from the library building to the garden, through the 
backwall of the reference section (see pic).   We 
now have basic architects’ drawings and a couple of 
quotes. As you can imagine, the building work 
needed does not come cheap.  We will be applying 
for available grants, and seeking contributions from 
the local community.  A special fund-raising appeal 
will be launched soon.  
If you have any good fundraising ideas or suggestions – or indeed if you 
would like to contribute to our “garden doorway appeal” – please do get 
in touch at rockroadfriends@yahoo.com.    
 
 

Annual Friends Groups meeting - Chair’s report 
 

Last month, the FRRL Chair and Treasurer attended the annual meeting 
of Cambridgeshire Libraries' Friends Groups, organised by the Library 
Service.  The meeting was held in the recently refurbished Gamlingay 
village Eco Hub in which the Library is housed - the building is an 
impressive example of a multi-use, eco-friendly community facility.  The 
meeting programme included a report on recent service developments by 
Christine May (Head of Libraries, Archives and Information) and 'spotlight' 
presentations from three groups: Sawston, Chatteris and Rock Road. 
 
Interesting points raised at the meeting: 
 
- The Cambridgeshire Libraries staff budget has been cut by £1.3 m over 
the past two years; 50 posts have been suppressed (from a total of 



around 200), but widespread take-up of voluntary redundancy means 
that 60 new staff have been recruited.  No major funding cuts will be 
applied in 2013.  
 
- Cambridgeshire library services cost the tax-payer less to run than 
elsewhere in the country. 
 
- Self-service and improved IT systems (Digital by Default and wi-fi) are 
being installed in libraries throughout the county - they are close to 
achieving the 85% target use of self-service systems. 
 
- Contrary to some coverage in the national press, libraries are well-used 
by the public especially since the introduction of wi-fi - more people visit a 
Library on a Saturday than attend football matches. 
 
- The Library Service, having emerged from a major period of 
organisational change is now able to develop new projects including 
collaboration with Suffolk on a shared database; exploration of E-book 
lending; acquiring new stock; volunteer development and training. 
 
- Volunteer engagement in the County is high, over 700 have been 
recruited. 
 
- Children's literacy rates in Cambridgeshire are lower than would be 
expected - the Library Service is participating in a project to enrol every 
child in a library. 
 
- There are 21 new County Councillors following the 2 May elections.  The 
Library Service will contribute to their induction programme. 
 
- In the past 12 months, the Library Service's response to the City Library 
flood and the Sawston Library fire emergencies had been 'magnificent'! 
 
 

Membership report 
 

The Friends of Rock Road Library has its first overseas member!  Rosie, 
Lucas and Syra James enjoy visiting the children’s library so much when 
they are here on holiday from Italy that their mum, Claire, decided to join 
the Friends. Welcome to you all! 
 



Please don’t overlook reminders about your membership renewal!  
Although we have ‘saved’ our library for now, we still need your personal 
and financial support to achieve our aims to improve the service, the 
building, the garden….  Membership also gives you a discount on the cost 
of events and merchandise.  If you are unsure of the current state of your 
membership just email our Membership Secretary 
katieknapton@talktalk.net and she will advise you.   
 
Many, many thanks to all our members for your support! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


