
 
 

FRIENDS OF ROCK ROAD LIBRARY  
NEWS UPDATE JANUARY 2013 

 
We hope it’s not too late to wish Rock Road Library users a 

very happy new year!  2013 promises to be another action-packed year 
for the library, with many new developments in the pipeline to turn Rock 
Road Library into an ever more vibrant community resource.   
 
But before going into more detail, we need to say a big thank you to all 
the new volunteers who are giving up some of their spare time to provide 
Rock Road Library with an extra pair of hands - and a friendly face!  Your 
support is much appreciated.  If you are interested in volunteering – we 
hear it’s both fun and rewarding! – then visit 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/leisure/libraries/community.htm. The forms 
to complete are at the foot of the page.   
 
 

WHAT’S ON AT ROCK ROAD LIBRARY  
 

NATIONAL LIBRARIES DAY, Saturday 9 
February, 10:30 am – 12:30pm Come to 

Rock Road Library and mark National Libraries Day by raising a glass 
(well, a mug!) in celebration of the invaluable role of libraries throughout 
the world.  The Friends will be serving refreshments in the lobby, 
including tea, coffee, soft drinks, and nibbles.  National Libraries Day 
fittingly coincides with the ever-popular Rhymetime/Storytime session 
(theme – Love Ya!), so come along and join in the fun!  There will also be 
a chance to ‘vote’ on a shortlist of benches that we plan to buy for the 
garden (see below for more!). 
 
EASTER EGG EVENT, Saturday morning, 23 March. 
Yes, we know it seems a long way off, but in a couple of months, trees 
will be blossoming, flowers will be blooming, the weather will be balmy, 
and we will want nothing more than to spend some eggy-time in the 
library garden!  The young and not-so-young are all welcome at our 
Garden Easter Egg Event – be ready to solve the simple clues to get your 
egg.  We are also planning some Easter crafts – keep an eye on the 
noticeboard for more details. 
 



GARDENING T.L.C., Saturday 23 March.  On the same day as 
our Easter Egg Event, we will get down to giving the library garden some 
Spring T.L.C.  We are planning to do some planting, as well as the usual 
weeding and tidying up.  Please join us – whether or not you also come 
to the Easter Egg Event – refreshments will be provided, and no 
gardening expertise needed.   Fun and a warm glow guaranteed! All ages 
welcome. 

 
 
CHILDREN’S POETRY FUN WITH TONY 
MITTON, Saturday morning, 20 April, from 
10:30 am. 
Local children’s poet Tony Mitton will be bringing some 
“poetry and picture-book storytelling-standup” to Rock 
Road this Spring!  

 
Tony’s well-loved poetry books include – among many others – The Story 
Teller’s Secret; The Tale of Tales; Amazing Machines; Aliens Love Smelly 
Jelly; and Plum.   
He will host two sessions:  

• one for 4-6 year olds, 10:30 to 11am-ish;  
• and a slightly longer one for 7-11 year olds, at 11:30am.  

There will be action rhymes for the little ones, and story-telling, 
performance and joining-in for everyone.   
Tony will be happy to sign copies of his books, so why not bring in your 
copy if you have one? 

 
 



NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
 
SCANNER and WIRELESS- The Friends of Rock Road Library are 
purchasing a scanner for the library, available to all library users from 
March.  So if you need to submit a hand-signed form to your bank, or 
want to email your children’s artwork to great-aunt Freda in Australia, 
then you can now do it at Rock Road Library!  
Wireless internet will also be rolled out in early March (actually, the 
planned date is 28 February, but these things can get delayed…) Not long 
to wait now! 
 
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND: THE FRIENDS OF ROCK ROAD 
LIBRARY MUG! – We were overwhelmed with the positive response to 
our mug – they sold out in less than a month.  We have decided to buy a 
new batch, which will soon be on sale at the library.  So if you planned to 
buy a mug but never got round to it, then you have a second chance!   
Thank you to all those who bought a mug – we hope you are enjoying it, 
and the funds raised mean that we can now move ahead with purchasing 
plans for two new benches.  Read on… 
 
NEW BENCHES – We have identified a shortlist of benches for the 
library garden, made from either sustainable wood, or recycled plastic 
sourced in Britain.  There are so many lovely designs available, that it’s 
difficult for us to choose!  Pictures of the shortlisted benches will be 
displayed at our refreshments stand on National Libraries Day (Saturday, 
9 February – see above), so you can cast your ‘vote’ on the one or two 
that you prefer. We will also put pictures up on the noticeboard.  Perhaps 
you prefer the eye-catching rainbow coloured bench, or the more 
traditional wooden one?  Or perhaps the funky single-seater?  Or the 
picnic bench and table?  Do let us know! 
 
DOORWAY TO THE GARDEN: As we reported in our last newsletter, 
we are hoping to raise enough money, including by tapping into different 
public funds, to knock a doorway through from the library to the garden.  
We are moving ahead with this, with architect’s drawings imminent.  We 
will share the drawings with you as soon as they are available. 
 
And don’t forget the other services provided by the Friends of Rock Road 
Library… extra newspapers, laminator and wine-glass hire. 
 
Check us out on Facebook at RockRoadLibraryFriends … and follow us on 
Twitter at @RockRoadLibrary 


