
FRIENDS OF ROCK ROAD LIBRARY  
NEWS UPDATE NOVEMBER 2012 

 
The time seems to have flown by since our fantastic Apple Day last 
month in the Library Garden.  If you log onto our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/RockRoadLibraryFriends, you’ll see that 
great apple-fun was had by all!  Jane Wilson also held us spellbound 
earlier this month with her talk on her book A Glimpse of Eternal Snows.  
Now Christmas is fast approaching and the Friends of Rock Road Library 
are all lined up to help get you into that festive spirit. Read on… 
 
 

WHAT’S ON AT ROCK ROAD LIBRARY  
 
WEEDING AND PRUNING MORNING, Saturday 8 December, 
10:30am - 12:30pm   Can you spare a couple of hours to help us put the 
library garden to bed for the Winter? Everyone welcome – please bring 
tools if you have them.  Coffee and tea provided!  
 
AN EVENING WITH GEOFF HALES, Thursday 13 December, 
8pm. Back by popular demand – Geoff Hales will be regaling us with his 
Charles Dickens and other Christmassy readings.  If Geoff’s last 
appearance at Rock Road Library is anything to go by, this is an event not 
to be missed.  Why not bring your friends?   
Welcome drink on arrival. No charge, but a donation to the Friends will 
be appreciated.  All donations will go towards the exciting new 
developments that we are planning for the new year… see below! 
 
CHRISTMAS CHEER, Saturday 15 December, 10:30am – 12pm: 
Come along for mince pies and other Christmas refreshments at Rock 
Road Library!  Our Christmas Cheer will coincide with the last 
Rhymetime/Storytime of the year, so why not settle your children down 
to listen to a story or song, and relax with some yummy Christmas fare.  
  
Pssssst - a tip for you kind souls out there who are helping to set up the 
Morley School Christmas Fête for that afternoon - why not send your 
partner and the kids to Christmas Cheer at Rock Road Library, leaving 
you free to get on with your tasks in peace?   
Once again, no charge, but donations welcome to help boost our 
fundraising for the new developments in 2013… see below! 
 



Soon to be unveiled… The Rock Road Library Mug!  Stuck for a 
present for your local friends this Christmas?  No need to worry - the 
Friends of Rock Road Library are bringing out a limited edition Rock 
Road Library mug, which will make an ideal present for anyone who 
likes to curl up with a good book and a mug of cocoa.   
 
We guarantee you will love the design our creative team has come up 
with – but we would hate to spoil the surprise, so you’ll just have to wait 
and see!  The mug will be available from the library, including at our 
Christmas events, and from Balzano’s Delicatessen.   
 
All sales from the mug will go towards our exciting fundraising efforts to 
help develop the garden and the library building… 
 
 

NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
 
Looking ahead to spring, there are some very exciting plans afoot.  The 
roaring success of Apple Day demonstrated just what a valuable 
community resource the Rock Road Library garden is.  The questionnaire 
we conducted last year also showed strong support for the garden.  We 
have therefore been thinking about how we could make better use of it on 
a more regular basis.  Wouldn’t it be lovely to grab a book to read outside 
on a sunny day?  We are hoping to take two important steps in this 
direction in the new year: 
 
BENCHES: We are fundraising to buy a couple of benches, to provide 
seating in the garden.  We are keen for the bench to be sustainably 
sourced, ideally from a local supplier.  We already have some leads, but 
let us know if you have any ideas of suppliers that meet these criteria. 
 
DOORWAY FROM THE LIBRARY TO THE GARDEN: We are 
hoping to raise enough money, including by tapping into different public 
funds, to knock a doorway through from the library to the garden.  This 
would be fantastic in enabling direct access to the garden, without having 
to go out and through the passageway.  
 
Hopefully, the garden will be a much more accessible and user-friendly 
place come the Summer! 
 
Wireless internet connection: Cambridgeshire Library Services have 
assured us that the promised Wifi service should be rolled out to Rock 
Road Library in the New Year.  



 
SERVICES PROVIDED BY 

THE FRIENDS OF ROCK ROAD LIBRARY 
 
A quick reminder of new services introduced by the Friends of Rock 
Road Library this year… 
 
Laminator 
 
Just 20p per sheet, with all proceeds going to support the library.  Ask the 
library assistant at the front desk for a pouch, and pay your 20p into the 
blue Friends collecting tin on the counter (tip - make sure you leave 
enough time – the laminator takes a few minutes to heat up). 
 
 
Wine glass hire 
 
Members can now hire out our 36 wine glasses, at a cost of just £3.  
Simply email rockroadfriends@yahoo.com to book the glasses, 
preferably with two weeks’ notice.  We will confirm your request, and 
you can then simply collect your glasses from the library staff during 
opening hours by showing your FRRL membership card and putting £3 in 
our blue collecting tin on the counter.  Then just bring the clean glasses 
back, replacing any breakages like-for-like, again during library opening 
hours.  Much more convenient than traipsing to the supermarket! 
 
 
Newspaper provision 
 
The Times, The Independent i and the Daily Mail are available at Rock 
Road Library courtesy of funding by the Friends.  This is in addition to 
The Guardian, which is the only national newspaper still supplied to 
Rock Road Library by the County Council, following funding cuts earlier 
this year. 
 
Check us out on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/RockRoadLibraryFriends  
 
… and follow us on Twitter at @RockRoadLibrary. 
 
 


