
FRIENDS OF ROCK ROAD LIBRARY  
NEWS UPDATE SEPTEMBER 2012 

 
Autumn has got off to a flying start at Rock Road Library.  There is a 
packed calendar of events in store, already kicked off by the 
sunflower/reading challenge award ceremony on 6 September.  There is 
no better time to get more involved in your local library, so why not come 
along to our Annual General Meeting?  Read on…. 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) - Thursday 11 October,  
8-9:30pm, in the Library.  Doors will open at 7:50pm to help ensure a 
prompt start (and finish!). 
 
You are all warmly invited to the Friends of Rock Road Library AGM.  
We will report on the work of the Friends over the past year and, now that 
the threat of closure has been lifted, seek your views on how you would 
like to see this work develop.  
 
We have also invited representatives of the Cambridgeshire County 
Council Library Service to tell us the latest regarding the library’s future 
– including possibilities for investment.  It will also be an opportunity for 
library users to quiz Council officials about the ongoing budget 
consultation (see below), and how this might affect libraries. 
 
And we will be electing the new committee, including a new Chairperson 
to replace Jane Elliott, who is standing down after three years of fantastic 
leadership.  If you are interested in joining the committee, with or without 
a specific role, then it’s not too late!  Contact us by emailing 
j.Elliott@ioe.ac.uk or rockroadfriends@yahoo.com.  
 
See you on 11 October! 
 

VOLUNTEERING NEWS 
 
Cambridgeshire Library Services is hosting a recruitment event for those 
interested in volunteering at Rock Road Library, at the library on Tuesday 
9 October, 2 - 4pm.   
 
If you would like to attend, or want further information, please contact 
Margot Eagle, at Margot.Eagle@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or 01223 
728532, mobile: 07768 173536 (leave a message if no answer).  
 



A further day of induction and training will take place on Wednesday 
17th October, from 10 - 12noon, again at Rock Road library.   
 
A big thank you in advance to new volunteers – your work will make a 
real difference to supporting the library assistants. 
 
 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL  
BUDGET CONSULTATION 

 
Cambridgeshire County Council is currently undertaking a consultation 
exercise on the 2013-2014 budget, which “has to make £37 million in 
savings next year against a backdrop of having saved £40 million last 
year and a further £42 million this current financial year”.  
 
Although all indications are that Rock Road Library is safe from closure, 
cuts in the library budget are still worrying.  Cambridge News, for 
example, has recently reported on a massive decline in new library book 
purchases (we will ask Council officials about this at the AGM).  If you 
would like to give your input into the consultation, you can do so until  
15 October at: 
 
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/finance/spending/Budget+Co
nsultation.htm 
 

NEW AT ROCK ROAD LIBRARY! 
 
The Friends of Rock Road Library are now on Facebook and Twitter!   
Find us at https://www.facebook.com/RockRoadLibraryFriends  
… and follow us at @RockRoadLibrary. 
 
We hope to use these networks to spread the word about what’s on at 
Rock Road library to as wide an audience as possible. 
 
Wine glass hire: Members can now hire out our 36 wine glasses, at a 
cost of just £3.  Simply email rockroadfriends@yahoo.com to book the 
glasses, preferably with two weeks’ notice.  We will confirm your 
request, and you can then simply collect your glasses from the library 
staff during opening hours by showing your FRRL membership card and 
putting the £3 in our collecting tin.  Then just bring the clean glasses 
back, replacing any breakages like-for-like, again during library opening 
hours.   
 



… and don’t forget our laminating service, just 20p per sheet, with all 
proceeds going to support the library.  We hope that teething problems 
have been ironed out, and the laminator is now easily accessible – let us 
know of your experiences at rockroadfriends@yahoo.com. 
 
 

FORTHCOMING FRIENDS EVENTS 
 
THE BIG DRAW WITH “SHAUN THE SHEEP” –  
Saturday 6 October, 10:30am – 12pm  
 
This year’s Big Draw event at Rock Road Library stars two local “Shaun 
the Sheep” creators, Chris Parker and Glen Dakin, who will work with 
children (ages 6-10) to create a unique Shaun the Sheep storyboard.  
As you can imagine, this will be a very popular event, so contact Claire 
on claireadler@btinternet.com or rockroadfriends@yahoo.com now to 
book your place. 
 
APPLE DAY - Saturday, 27 October, 11-1pm 
 
Don’t miss Rock Road Library Apple Day! There will be plenty of fun-
filled, apple-related activities for all ages in the library garden (weather 
permitting).  Orchards are an important feature of our local area; a 
number of rare apple trees can be found in the nearby allotments, while 
the library garden boasts its own small orchard of heritage apple varieties.  
There will be apple pressing and apple bobbing; apple identification and 
home-made apple products to sample and buy; crafts and competitions, 
and much more.   
 
Thanks to all those who have already signed up to help at Apple Day. 
Any further offers would be gratefully received!  You may also have 
some good ideas for the event that you want to share.  If so, contact 
Claire on claireadler@btinternet.com or rockroadfriends@yahoo.com. 
 
WRITERS’ TALK SERIES – local author Jane Wilson talking about 
the new illustrated edition of her book A Glimpse of Eternal Snows,  
Thursday 15 November, 8-9:30pm. 
 
Jane describes writing A Glimpse of Eternal Snows as “a long, long 
labour of love”.  This memoir describes the years Jane and her family 
spent on an island in the middle of the largest tributary of the Ganges, 
their Himalayan treks and their emotional highs and lows. It will be 



illustrated with slides and the talk helps launch a new global edition of 
the book. 
 
Watch out for news of our Christmas events in December! 
 
A SPECIAL PLEA FROM KATIE OUR MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY… 
 
Have you renewed your library membership this year? Do you have a 
valid FRRL membership card?  If not, then please do contact 
katieknapton@talktalk.net or rockroadfriends@yahoo.com.  Your 
membership is vital to the continued success of FRRL!! 
 
  
 


