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The season of ‘mists and mellow 
fruitfulness’ is upon us and FRRL have 
lots of plans for a busy autumn! 

FAMILY APPLE DAY – 7th October 
Join us for a 
Saturday 
morning of 
‘fun & games’ 
for children 
(with Lego)!  
Make an 
apple bird-

feeder & taste fresh apple juice from 
the press.  Bring your own apples or 
enjoy those provided (the Library 
garden apples have already been 
picked and stored for the occasion)! 

FILM GROUP SEASON 2 
FRRL Film Group is back.  Selecting 
three, high-calibre films that will 
entertain, inform and provoke 
discussion was quite a challenge.  
Come along and tell us whether you 
agree with our choices: 
Blue Jasmine, opens the season on 
4 October followed by Ida on 1 
November & Umbrellas of 
Cherbourg on 29th.   
All films will be introduced by our 
expert and will be followed by informal 
discussion.  Friends pay £15 for all 3 
films (£7.50 each) – booking essential 
reserve a seat by e-mailing FRRL. 

 

TEA PARTY & ROCK ABUNDANCE 
At the June tea party and July Rock 
Abundance events, the Library garden 
was filled with folk relaxing and 
enjoying coffee, tea and cake while 
children ran around looking for bugs 
and tackling quizzes or settling down 
to Lego and story-times.   

Happy summer days! 

‘COMMUNITY TRAIL’ 2017 

The winner of the £50.00 book token 
for completing the trail was picked at 
random.  However, 8-year-old Harriet 
Richards was a very deserving winner 
– her sums added up and her nature 
drawings were charming! 

 



QUEEN EDITH’S COMMUNITY 
FORUM ‘SKIP’ MORNING 

In early September FRRL ‘shifted’ 
some books, recruited new members 
and enjoyed the sunshine! 

 
HISTORY TALK 19 OCTOBER 

The development of the Rock Estate 
was partly influenced by a late 19th-
century change in University 
regulations that allowed Fellows to 
marry.  Ann Kennedy Smith, local 
author and historian will be giving a 
talk that gives insight into the impact 
on the city of the first brides: 
• How did the first university wives 

shake up Cambridge? 
• Who is Caroline Jebb and why did she 

receive so many marriage proposals? 
• Who was Ida Darwin and why is 

there a hospital named after her? 

WRITER IN RESIDENCE 2017 

 

The summer has been a busy one for 
Kay Blayney: her drop-in sessions 
have continued over the holiday 
months; one sunny evening in July, 
she organised a delightful ‘Book 
Group’ evening; in September 
(assisted by the FRRL Chair), she 
presented the Library’s ‘Summer 
Reading Challenge’ awards to a record 
number of eager junior readers who 
had each read and critiqued six 
books! 

 
Kay is now busy organising two more 
events for FRRL: 
- Children’s Writing Competition 
Write about ‘home’ as a source of 
inspiration in any form – short story, 
poetry, prose, drama etc. set in the 
present, past or future. 

7 – 11 year-olds – 1,000 word limit 
12 – 16 year-olds – 3,000 word limit 

 
Judges are renowned local authors 
Julian Sedgwick and Inbali Iserles.  
The ten best entries in each category 
will be broadcast on Radio Cambridge 
105 www.cambridge105.co.uk and published 
in an anthology.  Closing date is 12 
November 2017. 



- Meet the Author  
On the evening of Thursday 30 
November, Kay will be interviewing 
Veronica Thornton, local FRRL textile 
artist and author.  Veronica will also 
be reading extracts from her new 
novel ‘The Screaming Alice’ and 
signing copies.  Join us in the Library 
for good conversation and 
refreshments. 

GOOD NEWS & SAD 

 
The good news is that there is a new 
hot-drinks machine - jointly funded by 
FRRL & Library Services.  Alas, the sad 
news is that Gabriel is leaving the 
Library Service at the end of 
September – his support to FRRL and 
Library users has been magnificent. 
We will miss him and wish him well in 
his studies for a Masters Degree at 
Homerton College – happily, he has 
promised to stay in touch. 

GARDEN 
You will have noticed that the side 
garden entrance has been blocked by 
neighbouring building works.  You 
may still visit the garden via the 
Library or, on special occasions, the 
back gate.  Rest assured that access 
will be fully restored early next year.   

Coincidentally, the 2018 FRRL priority 
for the building is to open up the 
library frontage to “create a more 
welcoming presence.”  

 
FRRL MEMBERSHIP 

Thank you to all who have responded 
so promptly to the call for annual 
subscriptions.  FRRL are still hoping to 
recruit the 200th member before the 
year is out – please spread the word.  
Find forms in the Library, on our web-
site or contact Membership Officer 
nablackmore@yahoo.com 

WHAT’S ON AT ROCK RD LIBRARY 
 

 

OCTOBER 
Wednesday 4, 6.30 p.m.: FRRL Film Blue Jasmine 
Saturday 7:  
   10.00 a.m. – noon Family Apple Day 
   10.30–11.00   Rhyme-time) Apple Day Special 
   11.00–11.30   Story-time) 
Thursday 19, 7.00–8.30 p.m.: Cambridge Brides  
                   History talk by Ann Kennedy Smith 
NOVEMBER 
Wednesday 1, 6.30 p.m.: FRRL Film Group IDA 
Saturday 18:  
10.30–11.00   Rhyme-time) Pirates, Pirates, Pirates 
11.00–11.30   Story-time) 
Wednesday 29, 6.30 p.m.: FRRL Film Group,  
                                      Umbrellas of Cherbourg 
Thursday 30, 7.30 p.m.: Veronica Thornton  
    ‘The Screaming Alice’ Meet the Author evening 
DECEMBER  
Monday 4: Library Theatre Co. Alice in Wonderland 
Friday 8: 7.00 p.m.: (swift) AGM & Christmas Party 
Saturday 16: 
10.30–11.00   Rhyme-time) Tales from Long Ago 
11.00–11.30   Story-time) 

For more details of all FRRL activities: 
www.friendsofrockroadlibrary.wordpress.com 

Email: rockroadfriends@yahoo.com 
Facebook: RockRoadLibraryFriends 


