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The first six months of 2017 have 
been so busy that there has been no 
time to produce a Newsletter. Happily, 
the FRRL Facebook pages provide 
news and photos of all our activities – 
below is a brief summary: 

25 January: Cambridge City Mayor 
officially opened our new community 
facilities. These include a brand new, 
fully-equipped kitchen, out-of-hours 
access, improved toilet facilities, 
rationalised storage and upgraded 
lighting. All the changes have been in 
keeping with an attractive building 
constructed in 1935.  
We were delighted to work with Toby 
Balson, project manager & Paul Frost, 
principal contractor. We were very 
grateful to Cambridge City Council, 
who funded 90% of the project cost, 
and Cambridgeshire County Council, 
who contributed financial support & 
professional advice.  
After the opening ceremony, we held 
our first Annual General Meeting as a 
charity, when we reported on a busy 
and productive year to a ‘full house’ of 
Library Friends. 

1 March: FRRL Film Group’s 
successful inaugural screening - 
'Volver' was followed by ‘Far from the 
Madding Crowd’ and ‘The Lunch Box’.  
The selection of films, introductions 
and discussions led by Rikki Morgan-
Tamosunas were all much enjoyed.  
With near capacity attendance, costs 
were more than covered.  

 
Another film series is planned for the 
Autumn.  Let us have your 
suggestions for films that you think 
would appeal to FRRL. 

10 March: Winners of our children’s 
‘Location as Inspiration’ short story 
competition received certificates and a 
limited edition print of their winning 
stories.  Judges Adele Geras & Julian 
Sedgwick made the presentations and  
the library buzzed with lively budding 
authors and their families – a truly 
inspirational occasion! 

 
 
The competition was organised by 
2016 Writer-in-residence, Leigh 
Chambers who also arranged for 
readings of the winning entries to be 
broadcast on Radio Cambridge 105 
www.cambridge105.co.uk 

 



6 May: Plant Sale - Organiser’s 
Review: ‘What fun we all at FRRL’s 
first plant sale. Lots of smiling faces. 
Happy children, listening in awe at 
Kay’s Hungry Caterpillar show, 
building with Lego, making up a plate 
garden and sowing giant sunflower 
seeds. Then there’s the adults. They 
did their bit, buying lots of cakes, 
books, and loads of plants including 
Rock Allotment veg. You also 
generously donated to tea/cake 
refreshments. Good choice - the 13 
people who decided to join FRRL.  The 
day’s takings were a record, over 
£1,000. You can be sure this will be 
used wisely to improve the Library and 
garden. Well done to all the volunteer 
helpers.’           

 
20 May: The stunning new wall 
hanging for the children’s library 
created by FRRL’s Wednesday Textile 
group, under the direction of Veronica 
Thornton, was unveiled at one of the 
popular Rhyme &Story-time sessions. 

  

15 June: Rock Road Library is 
designated a ‘Building of Local 
Interest’  by Cambridge City Council, 
recognising ‘its architectural quality, 
street scene value and landmark 
value’ – read why it is so special: 
https://friendsofrockroadlibrary.files.wordpress.c
om/2014/10/rock_road_library3.pdf 

COME ON BOARD! 

As FRRL are keeping Munazzah, our 
'Publicity, Social Media and Press 
Liaison Officer' so busy, we are 
looking for a ‘deputy’ to share the 
workload.   

If you enjoy creating publicity 
materials, taking photos, writing 
reports and updating social media and 
can spare a few hours each month, 
please e-mail your contact details and 
we will provide more information.   

MEMBERSHIP 

We are delighted to report that FRRL 
numbers are swelling – currently a 
record 190 members.  Help us reach 
the 200 milestone by encouraging 
your friends, family and neighbours to 
join.  As well as helping a valued 
community resource survive in an 
ever-hostile financial climate, 
members enjoy social and cultural 
events and may borrow FRRL 
equipment.  Membership forms are at 
the Library or contact Nigel 
nablackmore@yahoo.com 

WWI PROJECT 

Although the project officially ended in 
December, the current exhibition will 
remain on display for a few more 
months – the project team have been 
much in demand to provide feedback 
to the Heritage Lottery Fund.   

You can still read the blog at: 
https://www.hlf .org.uk/about-us/news-
features/great-war-stor ies-neighbourhood  



ROCK ABUNDANCE 
There will be more fun in the garden 
at the Rock Abundance and Kids Fun 
event at the Library on Saturday, 29 
July, 10 a.m. to 12 noon.  There will 
be plants/produce to swap or buy.  If 
you are looking for things for kids to 
do, we will have: Lego to play with, 
hunt the bugs event (simple, and 
every child gets a prize). We also hope 
to have a Story Time special.  There 
will be refreshments for all: 
tea/coffee, soft drinks and cake. 

‘COMMUNITY TRAIL’ 2017 

A new walk with a quiz for FRRL 
members of all ages to enjoy is being 
prepared – highlights include natural 
beauty spots, an idyllic picnic site and 
architectural gems.  It will be available 
in the Library from the end of July. 

WRITER IN RESIDENCE 2017 
Kay Blayney is enjoying Friday 
afternoon drop-in sessions, organising 
book group events – and performing 
as the Hungry Caterpillar!   

 

Meet Kay at ‘The Big Book Club’ 
evening which will take place on 
Wednesday 5 July from 7.30 p.m.: 

‘This is the first in the series of events 
in my role as writer-in-residence – and 
the aim is to get all of the local book 
groups together for a ‘fun’ evening 

where each book group comes along 
to meet other book groups.   

The plan is for you and your book 
group to come along, enjoy 
refreshments and then each group 
gives a short presentation/sharing 
time.  This can include: 

• Discussing the book that your 
group are currently reading or 
have just read (while the rest of 
us listen into that discussion) 

Or 
• How your book group began e.g. 

who set it up and how regularly 
do you meet, have you ever 
invited an author along etc. 

The book group that I belong to have 
many stories and have agreed to ‘kick’ 
the evening off with our book group 
history/story. 

Partners, guests and friends are 
welcome along, especially those that 
have always wondered ‘what goes on 
at the book club’! Particularly those 
who may be may be interested in 
setting up their own book club or 
simply joining an evening to see how 
others do it!  I am looking forward to 
hosting this evening and hearing 
about what you read.   

Spread the word so that there is a 
‘community story’ to tell!’ 

 
HOT DRINK HICCUP! 

Unfortunately, the Library’s hot drink 
vending machine is out-of-action and 
irreparable.   

The replacement cost is beyond the 
budget of Library Services and FRRL 
have been asked to chip in.  Before 
reaching a decision, the Board is 
seeking feedback on how much the 
facility is valued by Library users – 
please let us have your thoughts. 



LEGO CLUB 

 
Thanks to the funds raised by the 
December cake sale organised by the 
local Cub Group, a miscellaneous box 
of Lego bits has been acquired – and 
was much enjoyed at the Plant Sale.  
We will need much, much more to run 
a club!  The Garden Sale proceeds, 
will buy another box – remember, if 
you have a box of unloved bricks in 
your attic, FRRL will be pleased to 
take them off your hands! 

GARDEN 

 
 ‘Head Gardener’ Report: ‘Last year we 
filled the garden with plants, and our 
reward was to see it full of colour this 
spring and early summer. Thank you 
to everyone who helped by donating 
plants and/or volunteering for our 
weekly gardening sessions. 

Our next challenge is to find a 
planting scheme which will continue 
the interest throughout the summer. 
We run the garden as a dry garden, 
with minimal watering when new 
plants are being established. Summer 
bedding plants do not often survive 
and we expect to have to use 
perennials and shrubs. Ideas from 
local gardeners will be welcomed.’ 

SUMMER GARDEN TEA 30 JUNE 
Come and enjoy the Library Garden on 
Friday 30 June, 4.30 – 5.30 p.m.  
Indulge in a cup of tea and a home-
made cake and chat with FRRL friends 
–– fingers crossed for sunshine! 

 
WHAT’S ON AT ROCK ROAD LIBRARY 

 

 

JUNE  
Friday 30: 4.30 – 5.30 p.m. Garden Tea Party 
JULY 
Wednesday 5: 7.30 – 9.30 p.m. ‘Big Book Group’ 
Saturday 8:  
10.30–11.00   Rhyme-time) Fun at the Seaside 
11.00–11.30   Story-time) 
Saturday 29: Rock Abundance & Kids’ Fun 
JULY/AUGUST  
‘Know your Place’ Community Trail 
SEPTEMBER  
Wednesday t.b.c. 10.00-noon: NewTextile  
Workshop Project begins 
OCTOBER 
Saturday 7: FRRL Annual Family Apple Day 
New Film Club Season – dates t.b.c. 
NOVEMBER 
t.b.c. Local history talk  
DECEMBER  
Monday 4: Library Theatre Company Production 
Friday 8: FRRL Annual Christmas Party 

For more details of all FRRL activities: 
Email: rockroadfriends@yahoo.com 

Web: 
www.friendsofrockroadlibrary.wordpress.com 
Facebook: RockRoadLibraryFriends 


