
Friends of Rock Road Library News - May 2012 
 
Welcome to the second edition of the Friends of Rock Road Library newsletter!  
  
After all the changes at the start of the year, life is starting to settle down at Rock 
Road Library.  The library's future at the Rock Road location, although not cast-iron 
guaranteed, looks increasingly secure.   
 
We hope you will agree that our new noticeboard, very generously donated by 
Balzano’s Delicatessen, has really smartened up the exterior of the library.  We will 
use it to bring you all the latest news and developments about Rock Road Library and 
events organized by the Friends. Thank you to Balzano’s!    
 
On the downside, Cambridgeshire Libraries have not yet recruited permanent 
librarians for Rock Road Library, and staff are being drafted in from other libraries to 
help out.  Once permanent librarians are in place, we will be able to start discussions 
on recruiting volunteers to support the library in a variety of roles.  Thanks to all those 
who have already expressed interest in volunteering; we will hopefully be contacting 
you soon.  If you are thinking of volunteering, and haven’t yet registered your 
interest, please do contact us on rockroadfriends@yahoo.com 
 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
* Illustrated talk on Dragonflies, Thursday 24 May, 7:20 - 9pm. Spring is here at 
last, and Henry Curry from the Wicken Fen Dragonfly Centre is coming to Rock 
Road Library to talk about the secret life of dragonflies.  The event is free (with a 
retiring collection), and refreshments will be provided. 
 
Children's story sessions - Saturday mornings from 10:30, 16 June and 7 July 
* Baby Rhymetime for ages 0-3, (10:30-11am) and Story time sessions for ages 4 + 
(11-11:30am) organized by Cambridgeshire Libraries will take place on  Saturday 16 
June and 7 July.  The theme for June is fairies and princesses (perhaps elves and 
princes too!), and for July, it’s frogs and dogs.  Come and make your own simple 
origami frog!  If the weather is fine, story sessions will be held in the garden.  
 
Apple day - October 
 
*Looking ahead, the Friends Committee are planning an Apple Day in the Autumn, to 
make the most of all those delicious apples grown in the library garden. Credit for 
inspiring this event belongs to the lady from Cambridgeshire Libraries who led the 
last children’s Storytime in the garden, with her vision of fun, apple-related autumnal 
activities!   
 
We are still at the ideas stage, but some of the exciting activities being considered 
include apple bobbing, expert apple identification, reading of apple-themed stories (eg 
Snow White!), and even bringing Cambridge's community apple press to the library 
garden, so we can make our very own apple juice (or even cider?).  If you would like 
to get involved, or just have some ideas, please do get in touch at 
rockroadfriends@yahoo.com 
 



COMING SOON TO ROCK ROAD LIBRARY.... 
 
* A laminator!  In response to suggestions from library users, the Friends Committee 
are purchasing a laminator for the library.  This will be available to library users for a 
small fee (much the same as the existing photocopier), with proceeds shared  
between the library itself, and the Friends group. So you can now weather-proof your 
posters and signs, and raise funds for the library at the same time! 
 
GARDEN NEWS 
 
Sunflower growing competition - 29 sunflowers were planted at our latest  
garden event on 31 March.  The shoots are braving the inclement weather, and  
many are already growing nicely.  Next time you pop into the library, why not check 
how your sunflower is doing?  Prizes will be awarded for the top sunflowers! 
 
A break in the rain a couple of weeks ago allowed the children's Saturday story time 
sessions to be held in the garden. Let's hope the sun shines through, and we can make 
the most of our wonderful library garden this Summer. Don't forget, you can ask the 
librarians for the gate-key during library opening hours. 
 
NEWSPAPERS 
 
In our last newsletter, we reported that the Friends Committee stepped in to  
supply extra newspapers to Rock Road Library, after the Council suddenly cut down 
its provision to just one.  We have since changed the mix of dailies that we buy in 
response to user feedback.  Obviously, buying daily newspapers doesn't come cheap, 
and we want to make sure we are using the Friends' limited resources in the best way 
possible.  So if you value the opportunity to read a newspaper in the library, and you 
want us to keep on supplying the extra dailies, please let us know! You can write a 
brief comment in the comment book on the newspaper table, or just drop us a line 
rockroadfriends@yahoo.com. 
 
”READ IT AGAIN” COMPETITION FOR FIRST-TIME AUTHORS 
 
The Friends are partnering with the County Council to help local schools take part in 
"Read it Again", an annual competition for first-time author-illustrators of children’s 
books, organised by Cambridgeshire Libraries.  Each participating primary school 
receives a set of 8 shortlisted books, which the children then read and discuss in the 
classroom, ultimately voting for their favourite.  The aim is to help children really 
think about what makes for a good book. A great introduction to literary criticism and 
democracy! The winning author/illustrator is revealed at an awards ceremony in July.   
 
Unfortunately, school participation is limited by lack of funds to buy the shortlisted 
books, and the four primary schools in our area are not involved, despite some 
expressing interest.  The Friends Committee have therefore agreed to buy three sets of 
the shortlisted books so that the Morley Memorial, Queen Edith and Queen Emma, 
and Ridgefield schools can take part in Read it Again next year (or even this year, if 
there is still time – voting closes in late June).   
 



A set of the shortlisted books will soon be on display in the library – decide which is 
your favourite, and perhaps you will discover a future bestseller! 
 
MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
 
Membership of the Friends stands at just over 100 and we are grateful to those who 
renew their subscriptions so readily.  However, there could be significantly more 
members if everyone remembered to renew.  If you are receiving newsletters and 
other emails from the Friends, please check that you have a valid membership card 
and if not contact katieknapton@talktalk.net to request a renewal form.  If in doubt 
ask Katie to check her records. 
 
LOOKING BACK ON EVENTS… 
 
An Evening with Dickens: Local actor Geoff Hales entertained us in March to an 
evening with Dickens.  Dressed as the part, Geoff held us spellbound for an hour as he 
read to a full house excerpts from many of ‘his’ novels.  The applause was an 
indication of the success of the event and by popular request we shall invite Geoff to 
return, next time as another well-known character. 
 
Victor Watson, “Paradise Barn” series of children’s books: Many thanks to 
everyone who came along to Victor Watson’s talk.  It was very interesting hearing 
him talk about what had inspired him to write the books and how the characters had 
appeared before him as almost fully formed people.  We are hoping to hold more talks 
and workshops for children and young people in the Autumn.  If anyone is interested 
in helping or running these events, please contact Claire Adler at 
claireadler@btinternet.com. 
 
YOUR LIBRARY NEEDS YOU! 
 
Would you like to get more involved in supporting your local library?  The Friends 
Committee are always on the lookout for new members and fresh ideas.   
 
In particular, we are looking for a new Chair to take over from Jane Elliot, who has 
so ably run the Friends group for the past three years, when she steps down in 
September.   
 
Mary Kasanicki will also be stepping down as Secretary, after three years of 
dedicated minute-taking at our meetings.  
 
We will also need a new Garden Co-ordinator, to take over Nicola Rotton’s great 
work in developing the library garden (no lawn-mowing required!). 
 
If you are interested in taking on either of these positions, or just becoming more 
engaged in other ways, please contact Jane Elliot at J.Elliott@ioe.ac.uk. 


