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CHARITABLE STATUS 

In April we were delighted to learn 
that the Charity Commission 
deems Friends of Rock Road Library 
worthy of charitable status and we 
have been entered onto the Register 
as Charity Number 1166498! To view 
our new constitution go to the 
governance section of FRRL web-site. 

There will be a tea party in the garden 
of the Library on Friday, 24 June from 
5.00 - 6.30 p.m. to celebrate our new 
status, please join us.  

COMMITTEE MATTERS 
Our recent appeal was successful and 
we are delighted that Peter Axe, Nigel 
Blackmore (Membership Officer) and Jill 
Trend (Meeting Secretary) have joined 
the Committee – welcome to you all! 

MEMBERSHIP 
To streamline administration, we are 
introducing a single annual renewal 
date of 1 October.  If your subscription 
is due between May & October this 
year, you will enjoy a few ‘free’ months 
(or perhaps make a voluntary donation) 
- we hope that Friends who joined 
between October and April will be 
happy to make an early payment.  
Please do speak to Nigel if you have 
any concerns – he will be delighted to 
meet you and is very flexible! 
 

WWI PROJECT UPDATE 
See our HLF blog: 
https://www.hlf .org.uk/about-us/news-
features/great-war-stor ies-neighbourhood  

 
BUILDING NEWS 

Funding for the kitchen refurbishment 
project has yet to be released – but 
has been confirmed by all the relevant 
Council bodies – we are still hoping to 
begin work before the summer!  

With a view to ensuring that those 
features of the building most 
treasured by FRRL are conserved, an 
application for ‘Building of Local 
Interest’ status has been submitted to 
the City Council – see: 
https://friendsofrockroadlibrary.files.wordp
ress.com/2014/10/rock_road_library.pdf 

CAMBRIDGE CURIOSITY & 
IMAGINATION SEMINAR 

In March, Committee members were 
guests at a Homerton College seminar 
that included a presentation of last 
year’s CCI Library project with this 
delightful image of Rock Road Library 
by a year 1 Morley School pupil. 

 
For more information about CCI’s 
creative work, see their web-site: 

http://www.cambridgecandi.org.uk/ 



AUTUMN TEXTILE PROJECT 
Back by popular demand, the textile 
workshops led by Veronica Thornton 
will return in September. One aim is 
the creation of a colourful wall-
hanging in celebration of children’s 
literature for the junior library. 

LEGO CLUB 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The FRRL Lego collection has made a 
small, but promising start! If you can 
spare just a small bag of bricks, we 
would be grateful – just drop them off 
at the Library desk. Image: 
https://mrlibrarydude.wordpress.com 

GARDEN REPORT 
Having relinquished the duties of 
Membership Secretary after three 
magnificent years, Anne Davenport is 
dedicating extra effort to the Library 
Garden – thank you Anne! She reports 
that 'the gardening group has been busy 
planting. The emphasis is on bulbs, 
perennials and flowering shrubs from local 
gardens, together with annuals and 
biennials which can be relied upon to self-
seed. Our aim is a colourful, biodiverse, 
people-friendly garden which will mostly 
look after itself.' E-mail FRRL if you 
would like to join the friendly gardening 
group at a Friday morning session. 

 

LIBRARY IN LITERATURE 
‘… it was my favourite place in the world.  
It was carpeted, and had heavy 
bookcases and ticking clocks and velvet 
chairs, just like someone’s living room.  It 
smelled of unturned pages and unseen 
adventures, and on every shelf were 
people I had yet to meet, and places I 
had yet to visit.  Each time, I lost myself 
in the corridors of books and the polished 
wooden rooms, deciding which journey 
to go on next.’* 
The extract appears in a recent novel 
about a 1970s childhood.  Will the 
children born in 2016 have similar 
memories? If you have a favourite 
literary library reference, please do 
send it to us – it may even feature on 
FRRL’s next Mug! 
*The Trouble with Sheep & Goats, J Cannon p.158 
 

THE GREAT BRITISH BEE COUNT 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

FILM CLUB 
 
 
 

 
 
 

For children of all ages:  
• Enjoy some bee and butterfly craft 

activities in the library  
• Sow your own bee and butterfly-

friendly seeds to take home 
• Look for pollinators visiting the 

Library garden  

In the community garden:  
How many of Britain’s 250 species 
of bee are visiting the garden? 
Find out by taking part in Friends 
of the Earth’s: Great British Bee 
Count 2016 
Britain’s biggest bee survey! 

Absolutely no experience needed!  
 

Butterflies and Bees 
Saturday 21 May 

10 – 12 noon 
All welcome! 

 

 

 



LOCATION AS INSPIRATION 
AUTHOR DISCUSSION 

 Thursday 26 May, 7.30 p.m. 
The Library is hosting a meeting of top 
Cambridge authors who use place in 
their writing: 
Diana Boston, custodian of the Manor, 
Hemingford Grey (inspiration of Lucy 
Boston’s Green Knowe books)  

 
Alison Bruce, author author of the DC 
Goodhew crime novels (Cambridge 
Blue and the Backs etc.) 

 
Menna Van Praag, magical realist 
author of The Witches of Cambridge, 
The House at the End of Hope Street. 

 
Their discussion will be chaired by 
Leigh Chambers, writer-in-residence. 
Free admission, no booking necessary, 
refreshments will be served. 
 

 
‘LOCATION AS INSPIRATION’ 

WRITING COMPETITION 
FRRL are organising their first writing 
competition.  Entrants may write in 
any form - poetry, script, prose, 
drama - on the topic ‘Location’.   
There are two categories: 
-  7 – 11 years old, up to 1,000 words 
-12 – 16 years old, up to 3,000 words 
Winning entries will be published in an 
anthology and read out on Cambridge 
105. Guidance and tips for entrants 
will be posted on the website in July. 

UN-VERSITY MEETING AND 
SITUOGRAPHY WORKSHOP 

We are inviting local people to: 
    - give a talk 
    - share skills 
    - teach something 
    - request a subject 
    - share experiences of education 
                     ... something else? 
Contact us: phone/text: 07947 734736 
or email: dx@antisystemic.org 
Our first open meeting will also 
include a situgraphic mapping session 
At 
Rock Road Library, Thursday 9 June 
2016, 8.15 p.m.  

All welcome and free 

‘POP-UP’ ART EVENT 
Friday 24 June, 4.30-6.30 p.m. 

FRRL are seeking local artists and 
makers to showcase their work at an 
'Art pop-up' event being held 
alongside the tea party on June 24th 
as a prelude to Open Studios the 
following week.  This is a great 
opportunity to promote your work to 
local residents attending the event 
with an opportunity to just exhibit or 
sell as you wish.  
Please email FRRL if you are 
interested in taking part.  



 
KNOW YOUR PLACE QUIZ 

Over the summer months, FRRL is 
also introducing its first ever 
community quiz trail following the 
example of Library friends groups 
elsewhere in the county.   

The objective is to promote reading, 
support local businesses and, most 
importantly, to have fun!  

More details to follow. 

WHAT’S ON AT ROCK RD 
LIBRARY 

 

 

MAY 
Saturday 21:  
10.30–11.00   Rhyme-time) Bees & Butterflies 
11.00–11.30   Story-time) 
10.00 - 12 noon Great British Bee Count 
Thursday 26: 7.30-9.30 p.m.: Author event  
 

JUNE  
Thursday 9: 8.15-10.00 p.m. Anti-University Event 
Saturday 18:  
10.30–11.00   Rhyme-time) Bears, Bears, Bears 
11.00–11.30   Story-time) 
Friday 24: 4-6.30 p.m.: ‘Trust’ Tea Party and 
                                  Pop-up Art Event 
JULY 
Saturday 9: Launch of writing competition and 
 ‘Know Your Place’ Quiz Trail 
Saturday 16: 
10.30–11.00   Rhyme-time) Are We There Yet? 
11.00–11.30   Story-time)  
Saturday 23: Rock Abundance, produce swap 
                    
AUGUST Writing Competition 
              ‘Know Your Place’ Quiz Trail 
 

SEPTEMBER  
Wednesday 14: 10 a.m.-noon: Textile Workshop 
Xxx: Results of summer competitions 
 

OCTOBER  
Friday 14: 7.30 p.m. Local History Talk, Tamsin  
                 Wimhurst Cambridge Laundries 
Saturday 15: 10.00 – 12 noon: Apple Day 
 

NOVEMBER  
Friday 11: 7-8.00 p.m.: WWI Exhibition Opening, 
Sarah Baylis talk on local hospitals 
 
DECEMBER – FRRL CHRISTMAS PARTY! 

 

 
 

 
Rock Road Library Blossom on 17 May! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For more details of all FRRL 
activities: 

Email: rockroadfriends@yahoo.com 

Web: www.friendsofrockroadlibrary.wordpress.com 

Facebook: RockRoadLibraryFriends 
 

Registered Charity: 1166498 
 
 


