
 

 
FRIENDS OF ROCK ROAD LIBRARY  

NEWS UPDATE DECEMBER 2014 
 

 
Seasonal greetings to all FRRL! 

 

 
We are delighted to report that, since 
the Library refurbishment, both adult 
and children’s loans are up more than 
15 % in the last quarter’s figures – ‘a 
splendid affirmation of the changes 
made in the summer’. The Community 
Room has been well used, hosting a 
variety of events including creative 
writing, exhibitions, sewing, scrabble, 
an a cappella choir, reading aloud and 
author talks. Feedback, however, 
indicates that the room’s acoustics 
could be better. To help, we are 
proposing curtains or simple wall-
hangings using authentic 1930s fabric – 
please contact us if you have any 
interesting material that you would be 
willing to donate. 
  

CONSULTATION 
 

Thank you all for letting us have your 
views on the future development of the 
library building.  In September, we sent 
a questionnaire to FRRL (about 100), 
local residents (around 1,500) and 
made it available to library users - we 
received 112 replies. 

The two most popular activities were 
the community garden and school 
partnerships to foster greater use of 
libraries (95 in favour of both).  
The two least popular activities were 
sharing office space (only 35 in favour) 
and housing other City and County 
Council services (37). 39 of the 112 
responses included suggestions, ideas 
and comments.  
There were positive comments about 
the recent refurbishment and support 
for the development of the library as a 
community hub to encourage wider 
use, providing its prime use remains as 
a library. Also expressed was a desire 
to see more books available and longer 
opening hours.  
It seems that people don’t want to see 
“fixed space” permanently allocated to 
offices, a shop or a post office, 
although they are happy for temporary 
activities to take place, especially when 
the library is closed. There appears to 
be a desire for “quiet” activities, which 
explains the relatively low support for 
music practice or a children’s 
playgroup. Other suggestions for 
activities included:  
· community cafe 
· student homework space 
· more newspapers/magazines  
· self-help group for pensioners 
Read the full report – which includes all 
comments on the website: 
http:/ / friendsofrockroadlibrary.wordpress.com/ 
newsletters 



QUIZ NIGHT 
On a cold Thursday evening in 
November, the Rock Pub generously 
hosted a quiz on behalf of FRRL. 
Landlady, Kate provided a most 
enjoyable evening of fun with 
challenging questions, brain-teasers 
and celebrity photo identification. The 
evening’s winners were all those who 
took part but prizes were awarded to: 

-  ‘Morley Dads’ - highest score 
-  ‘No chorizo in Paella’ (with no English 

first-language speakers) - lowest score 
-  ‘Are you a Library Book because I am 

checking you out!’  - best name 
FRRL are delighted to report that 
sufficient funds were raised to order some 
colourful seats for the children’s library. 

 
A HUGE thank you to Kate (may we 
come again please)! 
‘Morley Dads’ with Kate & FRRL James 

 
 

WWI PROJECT 
 

The first exhibition of the two-year 
programme funded by the HLF opened 
on 27 November. To a packed 
Community Room, local historian, Mike 
Petty gave a fascinating and lively talk 
about Cambridge during WWI.  

 
Do you have family stories to share 
about life in our area during the war? 
If so, please contact Claire on 01223 411 
555 or claireadler@btinternet.com 
 

MEET RICHARD YOUNG! 
On Thursday 4 December, 8.00 p.m., 
Richard will be talking about the highs, 
the lows and the dangers [!] of being a 
Children’s Librarian. There will be a 
sneak preview of the line-up for this 
year’s “Read it Again!” Children’s Picture 
Book Award. Find out which books 
children borrow most - in general and 
from Rock Road. Also revealed … the 
favourite reads of Sir Alex Ferguson and 
film critic Barry Norman. Richard would 
like you to bring along the first book you 
read as a child (if you still own it!) or the 
first book that really got you interested 
in reading. The evening is not for ‘adults 
only’; children would be most welcome 
too.  
Seasonal refreshments will be served! 
 

CHRISTMAS TREE 
A beautiful tree has been delivered to 
the garden to be decorated with edible 
decorations for birds. We will need your 
help at an after school session! Please 
drop in on Friday 12 December, 3.00–
5.00 p.m. You can learn how to make 
wildlife-friendly decorations. We will also 
be making cards, gift-tags and festive 
things to hang up in the library over the 
winter – all ages welcome! 



 
SKILL-SHARE & SWAPS! 

New from January 2015, last Saturday 
morning of the month. 

FRRL are scheduling, with local partners, 
a series of free, interactive events for all 
ages and abilities.  The aim is to harness 
the talents of Cambridge’s communities 
to swap and share useful and fun skills.  
Contact FRRL if you have an idea for a 
topic, could help publicize events, would 
like to do some creative activities with 
children, or would like an excuse to 
make some refreshments. The first one 
has a garden theme. 
      Hope to see you there! 

 

FRRL BOOK GROUP? 
Many libraries host ‘book clubs’ providing 
a great way to meet new people and 
enjoy discussing books from different 
perspectives. In Cambridge, there are 
several reading groups but they are 
often so popular that they are closed to 
new members. 
Would you be interested in joining, or 
setting up, a new reading group? You 
would be able to take advantage of the 
Library’s service’s special reading group 
card which allows multiple copies to be 
borrowed for a longer period of time – 
meetings may be held in private homes, 
Rock Road Library Community Room – 
or the Rock Pub!  
For more information	  see: 
 http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20130/news_and_e
vents_in_libraries/333/books_and_reading_groups 
 

If you are interested in book groups or 
any of the FRRL activities, contact us:   

 

Email: rockroadfriends@yahoo.com 
 

Web: www.friendsofrockroadlibrary.wordpress.com 
 

Facebook: RockRoadLibraryFriends 
 

Twitter: @RockRoadLibrary 
 
 

COMMITTEE CHANGES 
At October’s AGM, we bade a sad 
farewell to Alan Munro, a much-
appreciated founder member of FRRL - 
happily, he promises to continue to 
support the Library. We are also losing 
Lynne Caley, our wonderful Arts Sub-
committee chair and co-Garden Co-
ordinator as she is leaving the area; we 
will miss them both.  We are pleased to 
welcome a new committee member, 
Rebecca Jones, who brings a special 
interest in community gardening and 
other events.  
There is still lots of room for new 
members – please do consider joining 
us - we meet just four times a year! 
 

WHAT’S ON AT RRL! 
 

 

DECEMBER 
Thursday 4: 

8.00 p.m. 
Talk by Children’s Librarian, 
Richard Young 

Friday 12: 
3.00 - 5.00 

Making edible decorations for 
gardens 

Saturday 13: 
10.30–11.00 
11.00–11.30 

Tales from Long Ago 
Rhyme-time 
Story-time 

JANUARY 2015 
Saturday 10:  
10.30–11.00 
11.00–11.30  

 
Rhyme-time 
Story-time  

Saturday 31:  
10.00- noon Composting & composts 
FEBRUARY 
Saturday 7:  
10.30–11.00 
11.00–11.30  

 
Rhyme-time 
Story-time  

Saturday 28: 
10.00- noon 

 
Great Library Bake Scoff 

MARCH 
Saturday 14: 
10.30–11.00 
11.00–11.30   

 
Rhyme-time 
Story-time 

Saturday 28: 
10.00- noon 

 
First aid and keeping healthy 

 
Further details of all events will be posted on 

websites and noticeboards. 


