
Friends of Rock Road Library News - February 2012 
  
Welcome to the Friends of Rock Road Library newsletter!  This is an important time for Rock 
Road Library, with changes afoot, lots going on, and still some uncertainty about the library's 
future.  We'll try to keep you updated every few months through this newsletter. 
  
FUTURE OF THE LIBRARY  
  
The big news for the moment is that the threat of complete closure has receded.  New 
leadership at the County Council, as well as campaigning by local people throughout the 
County, has led to a change of heart over the future of libraries in Cambridgeshire.  The 
official position now is that no community will lose its library provision, which is good news.  
  
However, we cannot be complacent and we are still in a situation of uncertainty.  Staffing at 
Rock Road Library will be reduced, so there will be more reliance on the new self-service 
technology introduced in December.  Opening times will change, with reduced opening hours 
(although hopefully no more than two hours lost).  The new arrangements are due to start in 
April.  
  
In addition, the Council have announced cuts to the library stock budget, and we are already 
seeing the effects of this with the reduced newspaper provision (more on that below).  A 
question mark also remains over the actual library site, due to the Council's current drive to 
create "community hubs" bringing different services together.    
  
But despite these continuing uncertainties, the future of Rock Road Library looks much 
brighter at the start of 2012 than it did last year.  A big "thank you" to all of you who signed 
the petition and otherwise joined in the campaign to keep Cambridgeshire libraries open - you 
really made a difference! 
  
NEWSPAPERS 
  
Last month, the Council suddenly cut its provision of daily newspapers at Rock Rock Library 
(and other libraries in the County) down to just two - the Guardian and the Cambridge 
Evening News.  This caused a great deal of upset among many library users.  The 
Friends Committee decided to step in, and are now paying a local newsagent to restore the 
supply of three newspapers: the Times, Telegraph and Mail.  This is for a trial period, to be 
reviewed in March.  There is a comments book on the newspaper table, which you can use 
to let us know what you think of this initiative.  You can also email us 
at rockroadfriends@yahoo.com. 
  
FUTURE OF THE GARDEN 
  
Rock Road Library must be one of the few libraries in the County (if not the country!) to boast 
its own garden.  Anyone is welcome to use the garden when the library is open.  If the side 
gate is locked, just ask the librarian to open it.  In preparation for Spring, the Friends Garden 
Coordinator, Nicola Rotton, is looking for your views on how the garden might best be 
used.  Would your kids be interested in a gardening club for example?  Perhaps the 
garden could become a setting for talks/workshops on sustainability issues?  Or perhaps you 
would just like the garden to be set up as a quiet space for reading and reflection?  Either 
way, please fill in the questionnaire at the library, or email torockroadfriends@yahoo.com. 
  
MEMBERSHIP UPDATE  
  
The Friends of Rock Road Library now include over 100 paid-up members!  Please check 
that you have a current membership card.  If you have never formally joined the Friends, or if 
your membership has lapsed, please contact katieknapton@talktalk.net who will send you the 
necessary information.  Remember, as a Friend, you can benefit from cheaper tickets to our 



events (see below), and you also demonstrate your support for the library.  As we have seen 
over the threat of library closures, solid community support can really turn things around!   
  
EVENTS 
  
There is plenty going on at Rock Road Library! 
  
Children's story sessions - Saturday mornings in February and March 
* The Council are organising Baby Rhymetime (0-3) and Story time sessions (4 +) 
on Saturday 11 February, 3 March and 31 March. Baby Rhymetime starts at 10:30 am, 
followed by Storytime at 11:00 am. 
  
Wine tasting evening - Friday 2 March, 8-10:30 pm 
* Come along to our ever-popular wine tasting evening, on Friday 2 March, 8-
10:30pm.  Wines will be introduced by expert wine seller Anthony Jenkins.  £15 non-
members, £12 members.  To book, or for more details, email rockroadfriends@yahoo.com 
  
An evening with Charles Dickens - Thursday 22 March, 8-9:30pm 
* Join us to celebrate Dickens’ bicentenary with this one-man show by local actor 
Geoff Hales, from 8-9.30 pm, preceded by a drink on arrival.  No charge but 
donations to the Friends will be welcome. 
  
Spring Garden Event - Saturday 31 March, from 10am 
* Bring your wellies and spades to join in with planting and other fun tasks in the library 
garden on Saturday 31 March from 10am.  If you have children, bring them along to 
Rhymetime/Storytime, then out into the garden! Refreshments will be available. 
  
AND FINALLY... 
  
Thank you once again for your support.  As the future of the library becomes clearer over the 
coming months, the FRRL Committee will be exploring new ways of making Rock Road 
Library an even better community resource for everyone.  Ideas put forward as part of our 
consultation last year include increasing opening hours by engaging volunteers, opening a 
small coffee shop (or introducing a coffee machine), developing the garden, and many 
more.  If you have any further ideas or feedback, or would like to get more involved with the 
work of the Friends, please contact us on  rockroadfriends@yahoo.com.  It's YOUR library! 
  
The Friends Committee 
  
	  


