
 

 
 

Minutes of the Friends of Rock Road Library Annual 

General Meeting 

Tuesday 21st October, 2014  

Present: Liz Axe, James Berry, Robert Billingham, Michael Bond, Maura Bourdon, 
Roger Bourdon, Anne Davenport, Antony Carpen, Lynne Caley, Ian Douglas, 
Rebecca Jones, Jessica Miles, Brenda Purkiss, Liz Tavner 

 
1  Apologies: Claire Adler, Sophie Barrell, Tom Dyson, Alan Munro, Martin Thom 
 
2  Chair’s Report on Activities over the year: 
BAP reported another busy year thanks to the amazing efforts of an energetic 
Committee.  The focus was the refurbishment - reorganisation of the internal 
space, creation of a Community Room and insertion of doors to provide access to 
the garden.  Work started later than hoped as a consequence of the long lead-in 
time the manufacture of the doors, however, it was completed before the summer 
holidays began.  At the opening ceremony in June, contributors to the project 
were thanked but I would like to reiterate our appreciation of the support of our 
local Service Manager Ian Douglas.  Thanks to him, the project was completed 
without a major hitch and within budget (£40,000 in total).  The Community Room 
is beginning to attract bookings and will be further improved shortly with the 
addition of a coffee machine! 

Thanks to a generous donation from Conservation by Design in Kempston last 
December, the friends acquired two high-quality display cases which have already 
been put to good use.   

Although, as a consequence of the building work, fewer events were organised 
during the year, the Friends enjoyed a fascinating visit to the Cambridgeshire 
archive at Shire Hall, an interesting talk on the Botanical Gardens, a poetry-
reading by Kaddy Benyon, local history talk by Jeremy London and a dramatic 
performance of the work of Dickens and JK Jerome by Geoff Hales.   

Organised by Library Services, Rhyme and Story-times also continued to be a 
much-loved feature in the library calendar for which a special thank you to Judy 
Norton. 

The garden also continued to flourish under the direction of Lynne and Tom and, 
since the move of the children’s library, had been particularly popular with 
younger users – Apple Day on Saturday 18 October was again a great success 
with gallons of apple juice produced. 

Other than the refurbishment, the major achievement of the year had been the 
award of a significant Heritage Lottery Fund grant for a project to research and 
exhibit information about the community’s involvement in WW1.  Preparing the bid 
alone involved a tremendous amount of commitment and FRRL were grateful to 
the committee members who had invested their time. 

One of the FRRL Committee’s main objectives has been to ensure that Rock Road 
Library will have a secure future.  Alas the Library Service was likely to be 
required to identify major cuts over the next three years.  In response to the 



further threat to the library, FRRL were considering establishing a charitable trust 
to maximise grant income and possibly, to undertake more responsibility for 
running the service.  To help achieve optimal use of the building, architects NRAP 
had been appointed to investigate ways of making the library building more 
sustainable and flexible, to reflect the needs of the local population. 

Sadly, Alan Munro, a founding member and much-valued friend had stood down 
from the Committee; he would be very much missed although he had promised to 
continue to support the work of FRRL. 
 
4  Financial Report: 
JB reported an income of £28,481 for 2013-14 less £2,339 for 2012-13 leaving 
£26,142 which includes grants from Cambridge City and Cambridge County 
Councils of £17,208 and £9,500 from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  Total 
expenditure ended up at £16,858 leaving a surplus of £9,284.  The year ended 
with a balance of £9,346. 
 
5  Membership Secretary’s Report: 
AD reported that membership had remained constant. 
 
6  Constitution: 
It was agreed to adopt the proposal to amend paragraph 4.2 of the Constitution 
to: ‘Officers may stand for re-election, serving a maximum of three consecutive 
years renewable once’. 
 
7  Election of the Committee for 2014-2015: 
All members are willing to stand again with the exception of Alan Monro.  Also 
welcomed onto the Committee was Rebecca Jones. 
 
8  Building Development and Community Survey: 
JB reported on the progress of the projects. 
 
9  Garden 
LC and TD reported on the year’s activity. 
 
10  News from the Library Service  
ID reported on recent developments, no immediate financial cuts were proposed 
but they were anticipated from 2016. 
 


