
FRIENDS OF ROCK ROAD LIBRARY 

NEWSLETTER WINTER 2017 

OPENING CEREMONY OF IMPROVED 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

Wednesday 25 January at 6 pm is the opening 

ceremony of improved community facilities at the 

library with the Mayor. These include a new 

doorway between the community room and the 

kitchen; a fully refurbished kitchen with a new 

fridge, oven, microwave and dishwasher; 

additional storage space; direct out-of-hours 

access to the community room; improved toilet 

provision; and more appropriate lighting.  

 

We are very grateful to the City Council for a 

generous grant and to the County Council for 

financial support and practical guidance. The 

ceremony will be followed by refreshments at 6.30 

pm and the Annual General Meeting at 7 pm. All 

members are very welcome to attend.  

 

FRRL CHRISTMAS PARTY – A GREAT SUCCESS 

We held our first ever Christmas Party on 2 

December at the library attended by a sizable 

number of members. Guests enjoyed mulled wine, 

soft drinks and mince pies and sang, to a keyboard 

accompaniment, a few well-known carols. We also 

had young musicians performing, a humorous 

reading, a raffle, a quiz and even a magician. The 

event feedback was most enthusiastic and we plan 

to make the Christmas Party an annual event.  

 

RESULTS OF LOCATION AS INSPIRATION 

WRITING COMPETITION  

We received nearly 200 entries from students of 
primary and secondary schools across Cambridge 

in the first writing competition organised by FRRL.  

Julian Sedgwick, judge of the 12 – 16 year-old 
category: "I was really struck by the quality and 

diversity of the entries in my judging age group. I 

can honestly say that every story or poem I read 
had something to recommend it: a great line, a 
memorable character, brooding atmosphere - or 
something that made me stop and say 'I wish I'd 
written that'. Judges often say how hard it is to 

make a decision, and this was definitely the case 
for this competition; I had to make some very 
tough calls. That said, many of the winners and 
shortlisted I selected have lingered in my mind and 
really deserve their place." 

Adele Geras, judge of the 7 – 11 year-old category: 
"I really enjoyed reading the entries that were sent 
to me. My writers were younger than Julian's but I 
thought the standard was very good. I enjoyed 
something about every single story I read and it 
was hard to choose the winners. I also noticed what 
good handwriting the children had and I was very 
(old fashioned of me!) happy to see that!" 

7 – 11 YEAR OLD CATEGORY 

WINNERS 

Thomas Bullen (Cambourne Village College) 

Oliver Lee (Cambourne Village College) 

Grace Poole (Fulbourn Primary School) 

David Stickland (Morley Memorial Primary School) 

Alexandra Tullett (Cambourne Village College 

RUNNERS-UP 

Elif Cektir (Stephen Perse Foundation Junior School) 

Rebecca Clay (Cambourne Village College) 

Amelia Dale (Stephen Perse Foundation Junior School) 

Lauren Hills (Cambourne Village College) 

Henry Mak (Stephen Perse Foundation Junior School) 

 

12 – 16 YEAR OLD CATEGORY 

WINNERS 

Bhavna Cahoolessur (Netherhall Secondary School) 

Leona Depledge (Netherhall Secondary School) 

Sophie Green (Netherhall Secondary School) 

Hana King (Netherhall Secondary School) 

Marie Vallier (Netherhall Secondary School) 

RUNNERS-UP 

Reece Anne Alcantara (Netherhall Secondary School) 

Sienna Brodie-Gold (Netherhall Secondary School) 

Natty Huckle (Cambourne Village College) 

Neelam Solanki (Netherhall Secondary School) 

Melissa Went (Netherhall Secondary School) 

 

NEW DOORS FOR MAIN ENTRANCE  

We are delighted to report that the long-awaited 

push button access to the main entrance has been 

installed bringing two important benefits: 

 



- improved security for young families as the doors 

will not automatically open when toddlers 

approach; 

- the doors will not continually open and shut when 

staff/library users are accessing the nearby self-

service machine & shelving thus keeping heat 

inside the building, reducing drafts and improving 

energy efficiency. 

 

BOOK STALL AND COFFEE MORNING ON 10 

DECEMBER 

On 10 December, FRRL had a busy day: in the 

morning friends served coffee in the library while, 

braving the damp weather, the local cubs sold 

cakes from a stall in 

the front garden.  In 

the afternoon, FRRL 

joined in the fun of 

the Queen Edith's 

Community Forum 

Winter Festival selling 

books - the cakes 

were more profitable 

- but the two events 

raised £85 which will 

be used to buy Lego 

for the library. 

 

WWI PROJECT 

The final exhibition as part of ‘The Great War: 

Stories from A Neighbourhood’ project was 
launched on 11 November with a film and talk by 
Sarah Baylis about the hospitals in our area. We 
also produced a newspaper that included some of 
our research and an overview of the whole project.  

 
215 ‘Poppy 
Plaques’ were 
developed and 
distributed to all 

the houses that 
we had 
researched and 
knew a resident 
was involved 
directly in WWI. 

Most of the houses 
they were 
delivered to put 
them up.  
 

This project then 
inspired local 

photographer 
Justin Perkins to 
take 11 

photographs on 11th of 

November 2016 of the plaques displayed in 

windows across the neighbourhood. The photos 
can be viewed here:  
https://www.facebook.com/pg/JDP-photography-

1486053554965244/photos/?tab=album&album_id=18336063

20209964 

 
The project has now finished but its lasting legacy 
is a collection of 20 books about the First World War 
which will be incorporated into the library’s 

collection. For more information about the project, 
including oral histories, radio programmes, talks 
and the WW1 newspaper, please see: 
https://friendsofrockroadlibrary.wordpress.com/the-great-war-

stories-from-aneighbourhood/ 

 

WELCOMING NEW LIBRARY STAFF 

A warm welcome to Gabriel Duckels who joined 

Claire Reid at the end of 2016 as our regular Library 

Assistant.  He is cast in 

the mould of his 

predecessors - always 

smiling, nothing is too 

much trouble! Gabriel 

has a great deal of 

library experience and 

is already collaborating 

with Claire on ideas for 

improving the 

provision of services 

offered in the Library. 

 

AN EXCITING NEW FILM CLUB AT THE 

LIBRARY 

We have three films lined up in our first season of 
films, in this unique opportunity to see films at the 
library in familiar surroundings.  Each film will be 

introduced and given a context by Rikki Morgan. 
After the film there will be an informal discussion 
group and refreshments. 
 
Wednesday 1 March – VOLVER 

Wednesday 22 March – FAR FROM THE MADDING 
CROWD 
Wednesday 5 April – LUNCHBOX (DABBA) 
 
As the number of places is limited, it will be 
necessary to reserve a place in advance.  To add 

your name to the entry list, e-
mail rockroadfriends@yahoo.com or drop a note 
addressed to FRRL Film Group in the FRRL letterbox 
near the Library entrance 
noticeboard. Subscription to the season of three 

films is £15.00, or £7.50 for just one; payment will 
be collected at the door. 
 

LEIGH CHAMBERS ON HER YEAR AS WRITER-

IN-RESIDENCE 

As we bid farewell to our first Writer-in-Residence 

Leigh Chambers, she shares her experience of her 

year with FRRL: 

Photo Credit: Justin Perkins 
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For more details of FRRL activities: rockroadfriends@yahoo.com 

Website: https://friendsofrockroadlibrary.wordpress.com/ 

 

 
 “It’s been a real pleasure 
being the inaugural Writer in 

Residence at Rock Road 
Library in 2016. I’ve lost 
track of the number of 
people who’ve contacted me 
to say how pleased they 
were to see a writer in place 

and/or talk to me about 
their work. Sitting in the 
Community Room as I 

sometimes am, writing, on a Friday afternoon, I’ve 
chatted with many eager writers and would-be 

writers about ways to motivate themselves or 
improve their work. I know this was something of 
an experiment for the Library and I hope it’s gained 
as much from it as I have. 
 
In the year, the outstanding events have been the 
writers evening in which crime writer Alison Bruce, 
magical realist author Menna Van Praag, and 
custodian of Green Knowe Manor, Diana Boston, 
came to chat about writing. It was a fascinating 
night and the authors and Diana were kept busy 

after the ‘formal’ part of the evening, talking and 
socialising with those who came along.  
 
More recently, we’ve had the creative writing 
competition. using the ‘Location as Inspiration’ 

strapline to encourage children and young people 
from 6 – 16 to put pen to paper and write. We 
received almost 200 submissions and I was thrilled 
that writers, Adele Geras and Julian Sedgwick 
agreed to be judges. We shall present prizes at an 
evening early in 2017 to those young authors who 

came in the top ten in each category. They’ll also 
see their work published and hear it broadcast on 
Cambridge 105. 
 
Hopefully that gives the Library some things to 

build on in the future: More events? (Those we 
organised certainly seemed popular.) A regular 
writing surgery? (Giving a more structured way to 
handle queries.) Funding? (Applications were made 
but were, unfortunately, unsuccessful. Funding 
would certainly have allowed more activities and 

might be easier to come by following this first 
year.) 
 
All in all, I issue my thanks again to Rock Road 
Library for their support and wish my successor as 

much enjoyment in the role as I had.” 
 

APPOINTMENT OF NEW WRITER-IN-

RESIDENCE 

We are delighted to welcome Kay Blayney, the new 

FRRL Writer-in-Residence for 2017. We are looking 

forward to a year of exciting events at the library 

with her, as well as her drop-in writing advice 

sessions on Friday afternoons.  

 

 

WHAT’S ON AT ROCK ROAD LIBRARY 

JANUARY 

Saturday  21  

10.30-11.00 am  Rhyme Time 
Farmyard Friends 

11-11.30 am Story Time 

Wednesday  25   

6 – 6.30 pm Community facilities opening 
ceremony  

6.30 pm Refreshments  

7 pm Annual General Meeting 

FEBRUARY   

Saturday  25  
10.30-11.00 am  Rhyme Time 

Fantastic Tales 
11-11.30 am Story Time 

MARCH  

Wednesday 1  

7 pm Film Screening - Volver 
Friday 10 Writing Competition Awards 

Saturday 18  

10.30-11.00 am  Rhyme Time 
Weather Warning 

11-11.30 am Story Time 

Wednesday 22   

7 pm Film screening – Far From The 
Madding Crowd 

APRIL  

Wednesday 5  
7 pm Film screening – Lunchbox 

MAY  
Late May Chelsea Fringe event 

JULY  
TBD Rock Abundance 
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