
FRIENDS OF ROCK ROAD LIBRARY 

NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2016 

 ‘Know Your Place’ Summer Quiz Trail 

Our first ever summer quiz trail is on from July 22 to 
September 2 for ages 7+ and enthusiasts of all ages. 
Starting outside Rock Road library, answer the 
questions and complete the challenges while 
following a route marked on the quiz map.  You will 
find out some fascinating facts about the local area, 
and discover sights you never knew 
existed!  Download the quiz from our website or pick 
up a copy from the library. 

 

Celebration Tea Party 

In June we celebrated our new charitable status with 
a Tea Party in the library garden. Alongside was a 

‘Bring & Buy’ plant stall as well as a Pop Up Art event 
featuring various local artists. The clouds fortunately 

dispersed in time for the party and we had an evening 
of cakes, music, tea and conversation in the sunshine.    

 
‘Location as Inspiration’ Author Event 
The author event in May with Alison Bruce, Menna 

van Praag and Diana Boston was an engaging session 
covering all things magic, murder and gore. They 

gave us a peek into their creative process and how 
they use Cambridge as a setting in their writing, 

along with some fascinating tidbits about 
Cambridge.  

  

WWI Session with Morley Memorial School 
Two classes of Year 6 

students participated in 
a drama session at the 

library on 29 June, in 
which they learnt about 

lives of some of the 
people who lived 

around Rock Road 

during the war. They developed two plays called ’This 

means War’ and ‘Life on the Edge’, imagining what it 
would have been like to live during WWI. We had 

some great feedback from students, such as: 
“It made me understand more about WWI.” 

“We want to do it again and do it better”. 

 

Bees and Butterflies 
On a Saturday morning in May we spotted bees as 

part of the Great British Bee 
Count, alongside crafts and 

plant-related activities in our 
bees and butterflies event, as 

well as special themed cupcakes. 
 

Queen Edith’s Abundance at the Library 

For the third year running, on the first Saturday of the 

school holidays, we held an abundance ‘swap and 
sharing’ stall outside the library. With lots of produce, 

herbs and flowers from local allotments and gardens, 
plus some jars from keen preservers. This is a very 

simple and fun way to bring our community together, 
and we thank Rock Allotments and Queen Edith’s 

Community Forum for working with us on this.   

 
Ladybird Event 
On a Friday afternoon in early July we held a 'lady-

bird themed after school chill-out' as part of the 
Cambridge Wild Weekend. We enjoyed ladybird 

themed craft activities and 
books to read together - we 

even found some ‘birds in the 

garden. Thanks to the Co-op 
Marque for sponsoring the refreshments that we 

enjoyed together in the sun, and Queen Edith’s 

 

https://friendsofrockroadlibrary.files.wordpress.com/2013/05/frrl_kyp_quiz_2016_final1.pdf


Community Forum volunteers for working with us on 

the activities and cooking some lovely Indian snacks. 
 

Keyboard and Musical Talent Wanted! 

It's mid-summer but we are thinking about Christmas 
already! We hope to stage a Christmas party, at no 

charge for members only, on 2 December from 7.30 
- 9.15pm. To get the show on the road we need to 

borrow a keyboard/ sound system and are looking 
for musicians to accompany a few familiar Christmas 

carols. 

Can you help, or do you know someone who might 

do it? There will also be opportunities for other short 
contributions, about 3 minutes 

each, if you or your children can 
play a musical instrument, or 

recite some amusing piece of 
prose or poetry. The event is 

intended to be fun and fairly 

informal. There will be mulled 
wine, other drinks and mince pies. A few well known 

carols will be sung and we plan to have a simple quiz 
and raffle.  

We need help from members though to make it work. 

If you think you might be able to help, please get in 

touch with Nigel Blackmore at 07903 800838 or 
nablackmore@yahoo.com, or drop in to see him at 

24 Rock Road. 
 
 

Garden Update 
The growing season is in full swing and the garden 

volunteers have been busy keeping the garden tidy. 

The contractors who cut the grass were delayed by 
June’s wet weather. By the time they visited the 

library on 12 July, the lawn looked like a meadow. We 
hope that they will keep to their schedule in future. 

Some of the apple trees are fruiting well, giving hope 

of a good crop in the autumn in time for Apple Day 
on 8 October. Summer pruning of the trees is one of 

our current tasks. 
 
 

Improved Community Room Facilities 
We are making good progress on the project to 

improve the Community Room facilities.  We plan to 
open a new doorway between the community room 

and the kitchen, which will be fully refurbished with a 
new fridge, oven, microwave, dishwasher and water-

heater, together with plenty of storage for the 
Friends.  There will be direct out-of-hours access to 

the community room and improved toilet 

provision.  We have selected both the building 
contractor and the supplier of the kitchen units and 

equipment.  The next stage is to apply for Building 
Control approval. The Friends are very grateful to the 

City Council for a generous grant and to the County 
Council for financial support. 
 

Did You Know? 
Did you know how many people use Rock Road 

library, where they live, how old they are and what 

they most appreciate about the library? We have 
been working with Cambridgeshire Libraries and the 

Cambridge Hub to prepare a profile of library users. 
You can find a summary report on our website: 
https://friendsofrockroadlibrary.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/ro

ck-road-library-did-you-know.pdf 

 

Book Club at Rock Road Library 
You might have heard that joining a book club can 

help you live longer! Sign up at the library for our 

book club or using the webform and we’ll get back to 

you with more details. 
 

WHAT’S ON AT ROCK ROAD LIBRARY 

SEPTEMBER 
Saturday 10 
10.30-11.00  Rhyme Time All Around the 

World 11-11.30 Story Time 
Wednesday 14  
10 am to noon Textile workshop 
TBD Launch of Writing Competition 
OCTOBER 

Saturday 8  
10 – 12 noon Apple Day 
10.30-11.00  Rhyme Time 

Stuff and Nonsense 
11-11.30 Story Time 
Friday 14   
6.30 pm FRRL AGM  
7.30 pm Local History Talk, Tamsin Winhurst 

on “Cambridge Laundries” 

NOVEMBER  
Friday 11  
7-8.00 pm WWI Exhibition Opening, Sarah 

Baylis talk on local hospitals 
Saturday 12  
10.30-11.00  Rhyme Time 

Light up the Night 
11-11.30 Story Time 

DECEMBER  
Friday 2  
7.30 – 9.15 pm FRRL Christmas Party 
Saturday 10  
10.30-11.00  Rhyme Time 

Tales from Long Ago 
11-11.30 Story Time 
TBD Results of writing competition 

 

RockRoadLibraryFriends  @RockRoadLibrary 

For more details of FRRL activities: rockroadfriends@yahoo.com 

Website: https://friendsofrockroadlibrary.wordpress.com/ 

 
Registered Charity: 1166498 

https://friendsofrockroadlibrary.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/rock-road-library-did-you-know.pdf
https://friendsofrockroadlibrary.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/rock-road-library-did-you-know.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctoUSKtIUBtwb9W3Vfi0Pel0f2adyrFRrqmkB7K2mHWm-GPQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
mailto:rockroadfriends@yahoo.com
https://friendsofrockroadlibrary.wordpress.com/

