
 

 

FRIENDS OF ROCK ROAD LIBRARY  

NEWS UPDATE JUNE 2014 
 

As promised in January, albeit a little later than originally hoped, there 
have been some exciting developments in the Library: doors have been 
installed with steps leading down into the garden, the children’s library 
has moved, partitions have been removed, elegant reception desks built, 
sofas and shelving delivered, walls painted, stock reorganised and there is 
a wonderful new space for community activity.  The whole atmosphere is 
clean, bright and fresh 

The refurbishment has been welcomed by users: ‘A couple of young 
families were the first through the door this morning, and they literally 
gasped when they saw the new children's library. A big hit!’; ‘I’m amazed 
at the transformation!  I was prepared for something amazing, but this is 
truly remarkable.  It looks wonderful!’; ‘What a triumph the library is!’ … 

If you have not already inspected the new-look library, please do come soon! 
 

PROJECT REPORT 

The City Council grant was awarded in August 2013, planning permission 
was confirmed in September, however, work did not begin until the 
Spring of 2014 as a consequence of the long lead-in period for 
manufacturing the bespoke, double-glazed, metal-framed windows.  Work 
finally began on Tuesday 1 April, with thanks to the Library Service’s 
excellent project planning, the work was completed on time, and within 
budget!   

The following businesses and services contributed to the project’s 
successful completion: 

• Project Architect: Ashley Courtney http://www.ashleycourtney.co.uk/ 

• Doorway Construction: Andrew Whitmore 

 



• Decorating: S.V. Cook http://www.svcook.co.uk/ 

• Internal alterations: React2It http://react2it.sharepoint.com/Pages/default.aspx 
• Radiator removal & electrical work: Imtech Aqua Swavesey 01954 234600 
• Data network - Tidey Electrical http://www.tidey.net/works/electrical.html 
• Library furniture: Demco http://demcointeriors.co.uk/ 
• Metal Doors: Monk Metal: http://www.monkmetalwindows.co.uk/ 
• Garden Steps: PARS: http://www.parsramps.co.uk/gates-and-steps/ 
• Professional Advice\: http://www.acarchitects.com/ACACL/Home.aspx 

Finally, and most importantly, we would like to thank the wonderful library team 
led by Ian Douglas: Emily, Tracy, Luke, Ana, Desi, Jenna, Helen, Laura, Isobel, 
Amy, James J, James G, Simon, Robin, Anne, Victoria, James N, David and Sally. 
 

COMMUNITY ROOM 

 

The new Community Room is 
available for hire to local groups 
and individuals; it can 
accommodate up to 40 people 
and is equipped with tables, 
chairs, projector and screen.  
Charges are £4.00 per hour for 
community groups and £8.00 per 
hour for other users, terms of hire 
will be published on the Library 
Services web-site shortly.   

There will be a formal opening ceremony on Friday 27 June at 5.30 p.m - all 
FRRL very welcome! 
 

FUTURE BUILDING PLANS 

‘But this is only the beginning!’  Our long-term plans to renovate the 
building, returning it to its former glory and making it more eco-friendly and 
self-sustainable have progressed.  Five potential architects tendered to 
undertake the feasibility study, three were shortlisted and, following a 
rigorous panel interview, architects NRAP were appointed.  NRAP will give a 
public presentation of the scope of the project at the opening of the 
Community Room on 27 June at 5.30 p.m.  Please do attend, your ideas for 
how to further enhance the building, and raise funds, would be especially 
welcome. 
 

GARDEN UPDATE 

In spring-time, the apple trees again treated us to a wonderful display of 
blossom! Happily, it was not necessary to move any trees to make way 
for the new doors.  In commemoration of the Great War, poppy seeds 
have been sown, there are lettuce and raddishes to harvest and a 
colourful display of bedding plants is planned! 



 

EXHIBITIONS 

Display Cases: the Friends would like to express their heartfelt thanks to 
Conservation by Design (http://www.conservation-by-design.co.uk) for the 
donation of two elegant display cases, in which we hope to present a series of 
small displays of books and other items in the coming months and years. 

Arthur Rackham Collection: The first display in the cases was of the 
1930s Hemsley cartoons for children.  This will be followed by the work of 
Arthur Rackham, perhaps the most celebrated illustrator in Britain, during 
what is thought by many to have been a golden age for children's book 
illustration. We plan to display a small number of these books, courtesy of 
Cambridge City Library and the Cambridgeshire Collection, over the month 
of July. It was Harris Rackham, the artist's brother and the husband of Clara 
Rackham, who bequeathed this impressive collection to the library service in 
1944. Clara Rackham was a notable figure in her own right, an active 
suffragist, campaigner and reformer, present at the opening of Rock Road 
Library in 1935. It seemed fitting to devote one of our first displays to books 
that have an association with the history of our branch library. 
 

STORY-TIME THANK YOU  

We are sad to report that Rock Road Library’s incredible story-tellers and 
rhyme-timers, Judy Norton and Judy Cowell, have delivered their final 
session together.  Their popular sessions have been thoroughly enjoyed 
by all and we cannot thank them enough! 

The hunt is now on for their successors – might you be interested?  See 
below for details or come and speak to Judy N who has kindly offered an 
‘encore’ in the new children’s room on Saturday 19 July. 
 

WHAT’S ON AT ROCK ROAD LIBRARY 

The building work has interupted the programme but several very 
enjoyable events have taken place this year: Juliet Day, Botanic Garden, 
‘Voicing the Garden’ Talk; Big Dig, Garden Working Group; Geoff Hales, 
Jerome K Jerome Theatrical Performance; Rhyme/Story-time with coffee 
morning and Hemsley Cartoon Exhibition. 

Thank you to all who have participated for your support! 

We are planning lots of events in the Autumn to enjoy the new 
community room and to raise funds for the next stage of the Library’s 
refurbishment, in the meantime dates for your diary are: 

Friday 20 June, 3.00 – 
5.00 p.m. 

Door-stop and Bunting Making – all welcome - children must 
be accompanied by an adult. If you would like to attend, 
please e-mail: rockroadfriends@yahoo.com  

Friday 27 June  
5.30 p.m. 

Community Room Opening, City Mayor; Rackham Exhibition 
opening; Refurbishment Presentation, NRAP Architects 

Saturday 19 July a.m. Storytime/Rhyme Time and FRRL Coffee Morning 



 

FIRST WORLD WAR CENTENARY EXHIBITION 

A grant application has been submitted to support the proposed 
exhibition focussing on what happened to people and places within our 
community as a result of the First World War.  The exhibition will use 
maps and documents from the time to create a community-led exhibition 
which, we hope, will grow over time as we receive contributions from 
local people, schools and other groups.  We would love to receive any 
input from you or from people you know.  This may be in the form of 
family photos, letters, armed forces paperwork, personal stories, 
souvenirs, or anything else you may have.  All items will be treated with 
the utmost care.  There is the possibility of displaying some items in our 
secure new table cases but we can also take photographs or facsimiles if 
things are just too precious.  

We look forward to hearing from you – either email us or drop us a note 
via the Library front desk. 
 

Keep in touch! 

Contact us at rockroadfriends@yahoo.com or visit our website to find out 
more about the Friends, and get our latest news! 
www.friendsofrockroadlibrary.wordpress.com  

You can also find us on Facebook at RockRoadLibraryFriends; or follow us 
on Twitter @RockRoadLibrary  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 

      ALL JOIN IN! 
 

Could you take a group of young children on a magical adventure… 
without even leaving the library?  YES? 
Then you could be the person we need to join us at 
Rock Road Library as a volunteer storytimer/rhymetimer. 
Whether you have experience, however informal, of sharing  
the magic of Stories & Rhymes with under-fives or you wish to  
learn more about it, please get in touch. 
If you are interested or would like more information contact: 
Anne Worthington, Community Engagement Librarian – Children’s, Cambridgeshire 
Libraries on:  
Anne.Worthington@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or 07786 126 506 
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