
 
 

FRIENDS OF ROCK ROAD LIBRARY  
NEWS UPDATE JANUARY 2014 

 
Welcome to the first news round-up of 2014!  We hope you 

all had a good Christmas and New Year.  We’ve been busy planning what 
promises to be a very exciting year for Rock Road Library.  There will be  
building works and community exhibitions, the usual calendar of enticing 
events and a blossoming garden, so there is plenty to get involved with.  
Read on to find out more. 
 
We would also like to thank you all for your continued support – from 
library volunteers, apple pressers and tea urn operatives, to event 
audiences, project advisors and storytellers - we really couldn’t do it all 
without you! 

 
BUILDING DEVELOPMENTS 

 
Cambridgeshire City Council have approved a grant for developing Rock 
Road Library.  By Easter we hope that the long-awaited garden doors will 
be fitted, providing direct access to the garden from the rear of the 
building.  At the same time, the library staff will be reconfiguring the 
interior to make the most of the space available.  Our new Community 
Room will be up and running and will be available for bookings – we will 
send precise details of how to do this nearer the time.   We assure you 
that all existing services and activities will be unaffected, and that 
disruption by works will be kept to a minimum.   
 
But this is only the beginning! Together with the Library Service, we 
have been making long-term plans to renovate the building and return it 
to its former glory.  We aim to make it more eco-friendly and self-
sustainable to drive down the cost to the Council and secure its future 
within the community, which could at any time be under threat.  Libraries 
elsewhere in the County have achieved this, and there is no reason why 
we shouldn’t too. 
 
It will, of course, mean a lot of fundraising, both locally and to national 
organisations.  We’ve started the process of securing an architect and 
carrying out surveys and have committed substantial sums from our own 
reserves.  We will be fundraising further over the coming months, so if 
you have any expertise in this area, please do get in touch.  
 
Contact us at rockroadfriends@yahoo.com if you would like to know 
more.  



 
NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
The AGM in October was well attended and we welcomed five new 
members to the Committee.  Anne Davenport is the new Membership 
Officer, Robert Billingham is our new Secretary, Tom Dyson the new Vice-
Chair and Sophie Barrell and Margaret Debono have joined the general 
Committee.  Thank you all for taking these roles on. 
 

WHAT’S ON AT ROCK ROAD LIBRARY 
 
The wide-ranging events during 2013 proved extremely popular – here’s 
a quick reminder of what went on, with thanks for your support! 
 

Easter Fun in the Garden -  
craft workshops and 
storytelling for children. 

 

Apple Day, our  
annual celebration  
of apple fun, held in  
the Library Garden. 

 

Who was Queen Edith? 
A popular talk by 
Jeremy Lander, packed 
to the doors. 

An evening on the art 
of keeping chickens, 
with author Martin 
Gurdon. 

 

An evening with award-
winning local poet 
Kaddy Benyon, author 
of Milk Fever. 

 

Pibroch and Rioja. Pipes in 
the Library with Barnaby 
Brown. 

 

Poetry recital by local 
childrens’ favourite  
Tony Mitton. 

A summertime Teddy 
Bears’ Picnic, with a 
special visit by the 
Bookstart Bear! 

 

 
Our events for 2014 are still being finalised.  Some of the things we can 
look forward to include a wine tasting evening, a talk by Geoff Hales on 
Jerome K Jerome, more Easter crafting fun and a community-led 
exhibition to mark the centenary of the First World War – see next item…. 
 

 



 

EXHIBITION TO COMMEMORATE THE 
CENTENARY OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR 

 
As part of the National Programme of events, we wish to stage an 
exhibition focussing on what happened to people and places within our 
community as a result of the First World War.   
 
Using maps and documents from the time, we will create a community-
led exhibition which, we hope, will grow over time as we receive 
contributions from local people, schools and other groups. 
 
We would love to receive any input from you or from people you know.  
This may be in the form of family photos, letters, armed forces 
paperwork, personal stories, souvenirs, or anything else you may have.  
All items will be treated with the utmost care.  There is the possibility of 
displaying some items in our secure new table cases but we can also take 
photographs or facsimiles if things are just too precious.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you – either email us at 
rockroadfriends@yahoo.com or drop us a note via the Library front desk. 
 

 
 

Keep in touch! 
 
We have a new website, at www.friendsofrockroadlibrary.wordpress.com.  Visit us to 
find out more about the Friends, and get our latest news! 
 
Or you can find us on Facebook at RockRoadLibraryFriends 
 
Or follow us on Twitter @RockRoadLibrary 
 
Alternatively, you can always just drop us a note at the library, which will be passed 
on by library staff. 

 
Why not join us?   E-mail us at rockroadfriends@yahoo.com 

 

Did you know that the Friends of Rock Road Library provide  
Rock Road Library and its users with all these extra services? 

Laminator * extra newspapers * wine glass hire * scanner * garden benches * 
Library mug (still available at £4 to members) 


