
 
 

FRIENDS OF ROCK ROAD LIBRARY  
NEWS UPDATE SEPTEMBER 2013 

 
Welcome to the first news round-up of the Autumn!  We 

hope you all had a good Summer, and are enjoying the transition to 
Autumn.  At least the shorter evenings and colder days provide the 
perfect excuse for curling up with a good book – and there are plenty of 
those at Rock Road Library.  You may even have picked up a bargain at 
our book sale, on 21 September, or perhaps you were busy that morning 
helping to tidy up the library garden (thank you to all our volunteers!) or 
chatting over a cuppa at our coffee stand?  Either way, there is plenty to 
look forward to over the coming months, including our AGM on 16 
October. Don’t miss it! 
 
 

WHAT’S ON AT ROCK ROAD LIBRARY 
 
“Who was Queen Edith? The story of a Saxon king, his lover, and 
a Cambridge suburb”, a talk by Jeremy Lander, Wednesday,  
2 October, 8pm. 
   
We are delighted that Jerry Lander will be coming to talk to us about the mysterious 
Queen Edith: namesake of the ward where many of you may live, along with one of 
our local primary schools.  Over to Jerry: “My interest in the subject began when I 
moved to Nightingale Avenue in the Queen Edith area, a south-eastern suburb of 
Cambridge.  At the time I had no idea of the connection between the area where we 
lived, the ‘Queen Edith’ school in Godwin Way (where my children went), and Harold 
II king of England in 1066; let alone an obscure Saxon noblewoman named Edith 
Swan Neck, or how our house came to be built on land that belonged to St Thomas’ 
Hospital in London.  But I wondered about the naming of the area and why it was 
called Queen Edith’s. Left a little unsatisfied by the explanation that it was named 
after Queen Edith, wife of Edward the Confessor I dug a little deeper…”  Do come 
along for what promises to be a fascinating evening.   
 
This event is free of charge (donations always welcome!) and refreshments will be 
provided.  No need to book, just turn up on the night.  Doors open at 7:45pm. 
 



Annual General Meeting, Wednesday 16 October, 8pm.   
 
You are warmly invited to the Friends of Rock Road Library (FRRL) AGM, where we 
will be reporting on the Friends’ work over the past year, and looking forward to the 
next. In particular, this will be a great opportunity to hear more about redevelopment 
plans for the library, including knocking a doorway through to the garden.  These 
plans are now really taking shape, thanks to the award of a Council grant (see below).  
 
We will also be appointing our new Committee. Three members will be standing 
down: Secretary, Membership Secretary, and Deputy Chair.  These important-
sounding positions are nevertheless not very onerous.  If you would be interested in 
taking on one of these positions, then please do get in touch with us to find out more 
at rockroadfriends@yahoo.com.  We would also be delighted to welcome any new 
general committee members.  Our small, friendly group meets once every two 
months, and it is entirely up to individuals to take on whatever they feel able to.  So 
do consider joining us!   Enthusiasm and a love of Rock Road Library are the only 
qualities required.    
 
 
Apple Day, Saturday 19 October, 11am –1pm 
 
Back by popular demand – the Rock Road Library Apple Day!  It has, apparently, been 
a good year for apples, so why not come and celebrate this most delicious and 
versatile of fruits among the apple trees of the library garden?  Those of you who 
came last year will remember the fun we had with apples - bobbing, pressing, tasting, 
drawing, racing, story-telling, shooting à-la-William Tell and, of course, eating them 
(and in cakes too)!  So don’t miss this year’s event.  If you would like to help, or have 
some good ideas to share, then please do contact us at rockroadfriends@yahoo.com. 
 
 
Author’s talk by Kaddy Benyon, Thursday 28 November, 8pm.   
 
Don’t miss local poet Kaddy Benyon speaking on “Milk Fever”, her award-winning 
collection of poems.  More details to follow…  
Again, this event is free of charge (donations always welcome!) and refreshments will 
be provided.  No need to book, just turn up on the night.  Doors open at 7:45pm. 
 

 



NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
 

Doorway to the garden and library re-organization 
 
We are very excited that planning permission has been granted to install doors to the 
rear of the building (see pic), giving direct access from the library to the garden.   
When this work is complete, the plan is to transfer the children's section to the back 
of the library (allowing direct access to toilet and nappy-changing facilities, as well as 
the garden).  There are plans afoot to enhance the vacated area (new furniture 
etc…), thus providing better reading facilities, as well as a room for community. The 
building work will begin as soon as possible, thanks to a £20,000 grant from 
Cambridge City Council.  FRRL is working closely with library staff to plan the details 
of the reorganisation.  Rest assured that all existing activities and services will 
continue to be provided, and disruption during the works will be kept to an absolute 
minimum.   We look forward to discussing these plans further at the AGM, or contact 
us at rockroadfriends@yahoo.com if you would like to know more.  
 
 

Keep in touch! 
 
We have a new website, at www.friendsofrockroadlibrary.wordpress.com.  Visit us to 
find out more about the Friends, and get our latest news! 
 
Or you can find us on facebook at RockRoadLibraryFriends 
 
Or follow us on Twitter @RockRoadLibrary 
 
Alternatively, you can always just drop us a note at the library, which will be passed 
on by library staff. 
 
 
Did you know that the Friends of Rock Road Library provide Rock 
Road Library and its users with all these extra services?  
Laminator * extra newspapers * wine glass hire * scanner * garden 
benches * Library mug (still available at £4 to members)  
 

Why not join us?   E-mail us at rockroadfriends@yahoo.com 
 


