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This is the fourth monthly garden report from our garden volunteers. For more information, or to 
get involved in any way, contact the Friends of Rock Road Library: rockroadfriends@yahoo.com 

February and March 2015 garden sessions 
 

Our informal group of garden volunteers 
meets on the last Friday of the month at 
2pm, just before the Library opens at 3pm. 

We have a double report this time 
(because I ran out of time in March). 

Plants for free 

We don't have a budget to spend on the 
garden so are seeing what we can do 'for 
free' (or very cheap). 

 
Some Ophiopogon planiscapus Nigrescens (black grass), 
which we thought looked like the hair of someone planted 
in the garden. We are gong to look out for a head peaking 
out as it grows... 

It is surprising how many free plants can 
be harvested in less than an hour from a 
domestic garden and then replanted.  

We brought along some irises, black grass, 
self-seeded cowslips, hardy geraniums, 
and some herbs (from cuttings). We put 

these in the new treepits and also started 
to plant in front of the native hedge. 

They might not survive as well as ones 
bought but will start the garden off and 
we know they should grow well in a 
similar situation. 

Do get in contact if you have some plants 
to spare (rebecca@r-j.co.uk). 

Tree pits 

We continued to cut 1m circles around the 
fruit trees, removing the spare turf and 
turning it upside down to mulch the native 
hedge. We think this might make a nice 
habitat for wildlife too. 

Now we have more space to plant bulbs, 
seeds and baby plants. Our 'What makes a 
garden friendly?' project with Morley 
School will help us with planning too. 

 
Some more plants in the treepits, just watered in. 
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After school visitors and helpers 

We remembered to open the side gate 
into the garden and had some very 
welcome visitors on their way back from 
school.  

 

By then, we were getting quite fatigued 
from digging, weeding and planting so it 
was great to have some help watering in 
the new plants. We must get some 
watering cans to leave in the garden - kids 
like watering! 

Wildlife in the garden 

The young visitors also helped us spot 
some garden wildlife. We found a newly 
disturbed red ants nest, which wasn't very 
popular 'ants in your pants!'. Also, lots of 
worms of different colours and lengths, 
which we liked a lot. They are very 
welcome in our garden. 

Inner tubes 

We put a tie on the moved tree, which we 
made from an old cycle inner tube (to save 
costs but they are also very good).  

We cut off the valve and used it as a quiz 
for the visiting kids "What is this and why 
would you have one in a garden?". They 
were very good at guessing, although we 
had a suggestion of a "tyre for an ants car" 
at one point, which got our heads 
scratching. 

 
There are some bulbs flowering in the garden at the 
moment - we must remember to put more in for next year. 

Next meet up: Friday 24 April 

We meet on the last Friday in the month 
throughout the year. Usually for about an 
hour or two, depending on what needs 
doing and how many people we have.  

In April, we will continue to cut some tree 
pits around the apples, join some of them, 
give them a top dressing, and do some 
planting. We will also get ready for the 
public art in the garden work in May. 

All monthly garden sessions will be from 
2 pm. Use the side gate to get into the 
garden; the library itself opens at 3 pm. 
Bring some tools if you can. 


