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November 2014 garden session 
 

Our little group of garden volunteers has 
started to meet on the last Friday of the 
month at 2pm, just before the afternoon 
opening at 3pm. 

This month, we started with a quick survey 
of what needed doing to help plan for the 
future. Our vision for the garden is to keep 
what is great, to make it more wildlife 
friendly and sustainable, and also more 
interesting to visit and spend time in, with 
places to read and meet in the shade (if 
we get sun next year). 

Fruit trees 
Did you know we have a plum tree, 11 
apple trees and a crabapple tree in the 
garden? Apart from the plum, these were 
all planted by volunteers in 2009. Some 
are almost full sized now.  

Apple tree map and labels 
We recently found the ‘map’ of which 
trees were planted where, and will soon 
add some permanent 
labels –with the name, 
‘dessert or culinary’, 
when to pick and how 
long to store them.  

This will make picking 
much easier next year, 
especially running up 
to apple day in 
October. 

Last apples on the trees! 
One tree had some rather 
sad looking apples left on 
it… today we picked them.  

We thought they were 
‘cookers’ because, at last 
tasting, they weren’t very 
sweet. Actually, they are a 
variety called New ROCK 
pippin and are a dessert apple.  

We are going to try them out and, if they 
taste good, will bring 
them to share in the 
library. If not, they are 
headed for a pie or to 
make edible 
decorations for the 
garden birds on 12 December. 

We have deliberately left some apples to 
rot at the base of one tree – good for mini 
beasts. 

Compost bin 
We have one very full bin and will be 
getting another in 
late January.  

This is being 
made from 
recycled pallets 
and donated by 
Cambridge Wood 
Works. Weather 
permitting, it will 
be installed at our ‘Composting and 
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compost’ event on. Do join us - there will 
be cake too: Saturday 31 January (10am 
to 12 noon). 

We aim to turn out the existing bin – see if 
there is any nice compost to put around 
the trees, and put the rest in the new bin.  

The recycling team at Cambridge City 
Council has offered to make us some 
educational signs too, so people of all ages 
can understand what can be composted in 
a garden and how to get the best results. 

Water butts 
It is sad that we aren’t 
collecting rainwater already, so 
we plan to install two small 
ones by the plastic downpipe.  

Children love watering plants, 
especially if they don’t need it. 

Boundary hedge 
It is very spiky! We tackled it today from 
the library side and will 
continue to give it a 
haircut from the 
Laundry Passage in the 
next few weeks.  

We have left the rose 
hips and berries for the birds. 

Living willow ‘bower’ 
Several people have asked if we can have 

a willow structure to 
sit in. We have a 
nice spot for it in the 
gap between the 
spiky hedge to the 
North of the garden.  

We will do some research and see if we 
can make one together in Spring 2015. Let 
us know if you’d like to get involved, and 
especially if you know how to do it. 

Applying for funding 
On 8 December 
2014, we are 
applying for S106 
funding to do some 
community and 
public art projects in the library garden. To 
make it more wildlife friendly (habitats 
and feeding), more child friendly and 
generally nicer looking.  

The projects will involve users of the 
library, including local children, and also 
local social enterprises.  

We have also applied for a hot drink 
vending machine. Keep your fingers 
crossed and watch this space. 

Next meeting up, in December 
Because of Christmas (how inconvenient), 
we will meet on Friday 19 December. Do 
join us. Then we will be back to the last 
Friday in the month again (30 January 
2015). 

We have started to weed at the base of 
the trees – we just ran out of time and 
light today. It might be a job for our 
December session, if the weather is kind. 
Bring a kneeler and a little hand fork.  

All monthly garden sessions will be 1.55 
pm outside the library for a 2 pm start. 
We have a key to get in but, once we are 
inside, and if you are late, we won’t hear 
you until the library opens at 3pm.  
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