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This is the second monthly garden report from our garden volunteers. For more information, or to 
get involved in any way, contact the Friends of Rock Road Library: rockroadfriends@yahoo.com 

December 2014 garden session 
 

Our informal group of garden volunteers 
meets on the last Friday of the month at 
2pm, just before the Library opens at 3pm. 

This month, we continued with some jobs 
from last month and started a couple of 
new ones. 

Christmas tree 
The Christmas tree, 
from Papworth Trust, 
looks very festive in 
the garden, although 
the prevailing winds 
weren’t very kind to 
it. So we tied it to the 
plum tree. Much 
better.  

Edible decorations 
On Friday 12 December 
we had a fun after-
school event, for all 
ages. Following some 
RSPB instructions 
(thanks Jenny and 
Stephanie!), we 
learned how to make 
edible birdfeeders to hang on the tree and 
also to take home to some of our gardens.  

A week later, the 
hanging suet-and-bird-
seed feeder, made out 
of a takeaway mango 
chutney pot, was 
almost empty.  

Several of the sunflower seeds had been 
munched, and the hanging pine cones 
were still looking delicious. Thanks to 
everyone who came along. 

Labels on fruit trees 
The garden has an established plum tree, 
11 apple and a crabapple tree planted by 
volunteers in 2009.  

Armed with our 
map, we added 
some aluminum 
labels, with pencil 
on one side and 
marker pen on the 
other. They have 
the name, ‘dessert 
or culinary’, when 
to pick and how 
long to store them. This should make 
picking much easier next year. 

Boundary hedge clippings 
We continued to chop up the hedge 
trimmings and take them to a nearby 
green bin. Not exciting, but very useful. 

Bedding plants 
We had a very 
generous 
donation of 
end-of-season 
bedding plants 
from Harvey’s 
and found space for them all at the 
bottom of the newly weeded trees.  
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We also sub-
divided some 
forget-me-knots 
and found a 
lemon balm. 

Compost bin 
We cleared space for the new compost 
bin, which will be installed on 31 January. 
We are getting quite excited to see what 
the contents of the existing bin will be like 
and whether it will be good for mulching 
around the trees.  

Water butts 
We have worked out how much a water 
butt will cost and have found a spot for it.  

Your say in the garden development 
Our vision for the garden is to keep what 
is great, to make it more wildlife friendly 
and sustainable, and also more interesting 
to visit and spend time in, with places to 
read and meet in the shade. We’d love 
you to be involved. 

Other garden –related activities 

Garden apples to taste 

In November 
we picked the 
last apples on 
the garden 
trees and 
found them to 
be delicious, if 
a bit moth 
eaten.  

We brought them into the library in early 
December for people to try out.  

Applying for funding 

On 8 December 2014, we submitted our 
application form to the City Council. This 
requests ‘S106 developer’ funding for 
some community and public art projects in 
the library garden. See November garden 
Report for more details. 

‘Composting and compost’ event 

To be held on Saturday 31 January (10 am 
to 12 noon). Do join us - there will be cake 
too! We will have a master composter, 
recycling champions from the City Council, 
Cambridge Woodworks, local 
allotmenters, seed-starting activities. We 
aim to turn out the existing compost bin 
and put the rest in the new bin. We hope 
to have some new educational signs too, 
so people of all ages can understand what 
can be composted in a garden and how to 
get the best results. 

Next meet up: Friday 30 January 
We meet on the last Friday in the month 
throughout the year. Usually for about an 
hour or so.  

In January, we will be getting ready for the 
composting event the next day and maybe 
doing a bit more planting.  

All monthly garden sessions will be 1.55 
pm outside the library for a 2 pm start. 
We have a key to get in but, once we are 
inside, and if you are late, we won’t hear 
you until the library opens at 3pm.  
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