
                                               
    

 
 
Synopsis 
After her marriage to a wealthy businessman (Alec Baldwin) collapses, New York 
socialite Jasmine (Cate Blanchett) flees to San Francisco and the modest apartment of 
her sister, Ginger (Sally Hawkins). Although she's in a fragile emotional state and lacks 
job skills, Jasmine still manages to voice her disapproval of Ginger's boyfriend, Chili 
(Bobby Cannavale). Jasmine begrudgingly takes a job in a dentist's office, while Ginger 
begins dating a man (Louis C.K.) who's a step up from Chili.  
Jasmine's flaw is that she derives her worth from the way she's perceived by others, 
while she herself is blind to what is going around her. Delicately portrayed by a regal 
Cate Blanchett, Jasmine earns our compassion because she is the unwitting instrument 
of her own downfall. BLUE JASMINE is about the dire consequences that can result 
when people avert their eyes from reality and the truth they don't want to see. 
(Google/Sony Classics) 
 
Director 
Starting his career as a comedy writer and stand-up comedian Woody Allen developed a 
persona of an insecure and fretful intellectual. This character transferred to his films 
when he began writing and directing in the 1970s. His early films specialized in slapstick 
with Woody taking the role of the hapless hero. Take The Money and Run (1969), 
Bananas (1971) and Sleeper (1973). Continuing his appearances in his own films he 
came to wider attention following Annie Hall (1977) and Manhattan(1979). These 
sophisticated comedies were influenced by his love of European Art Cinema and 
blended a study of romantic relationships with wry humour and subtle drama. He could 
be accused of writing his life onto the screen, although he denies his on screen persona 
is his in real life. He had the habit of casting his current partner in his films and many of 
his most memorable films starred Diane Keaton and Mia Farrow. 
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Producing one film a year the list of his notable films is too long to include here. He has 
received many awards throughout his career winning four Oscars, three for Best Original 
Screenplay and one for Best Director (Annie Hall).  
 
 
Cast 
Cate Blanchett as Jeanette “Jasmine” Francis 
Sally Hawkins as Ginger, Jasmine’s sister 
Alec Baldwin as Hal Francis, Jasmine’s husband 
Peter Sarsgaard as Dwight Westlake, Jasmine’s fiancé 
Louis C.K as Al Munsinger, Ginger’s lover 
Bobby Cannavale as Chili, Ginger’s fiancé 
 
Awards 
Oscar 2014 Best Performance by an Actress in a Leading Role. Golden Globe 2014 
Best Performance by an Actress in a Motion Picture – Drama. Bafta Awards 2014 Best 
Leading Actress. Screen Actors Guilds Awards 2014 Outstanding Performance by a 
Female Actor in a Leading Role + numerous other Best Actress Awards. Empire Awards 
Best supporting Actress.  
 

Discussion Prompts 

1. Some critics have identified plot similarities with A Streetcar Named Desire. How 

is it similar and what are the differences? 

2. Tim Robey, in The Telegraph, commented that it is Woody Allen’s best film in two 

decades. What are the qualities that make it so? 

3. How does the device of flashbacks help the narrative? 

4. Why is Ginger so influenced by Jasmine? 

5. How does Cate Blanchett’s performance elicit sympathy for Jasmine despite her 

manipulative tendencies and high-handed manner? 

 

Reviews of Blue Jasmine 

Mark Kermode. Guardian Review 2013 

www.theguardian.com/film/2013/sep/29/blue-jasmine-review 

Tim Robey. The Telegraph 2013 

www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/film/filmreviews/10333352/Blue-Jasmine-review.html 

Trailer 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=FER3C394al8  
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